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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

EDUCATION.

ta) As to Full-time Technical School
for Northam.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE asked the Minis-
ter for Education:

Has final consideration yvet been given
to the advisability of establishing a full-
time day technical school at Northam?

The MINISTER replied:

No. BStatistics of the evening classes,
commenced this year at Northam, are not
yet to hand. When these statistics are
received, the probable loading, due to
apprentices and other day students in the
district, will be added in order that the
project may be considered.

{b} As to Pianos Purchased by Parents
and Citizens’ Associations.

Mr. NIMMO asked the Minister for Edu-
cation:

(1) Can he give any information about
pianos that are being purchased by the
Parents and Citizens' Associations for use
in schools?

(2) Will the Education Department pay
haif the cost, and also advise the Parents
and Citizens’ Associations regarding the
purchase of such pianos?

The MINISTER replied:
(1} Yes.

(2) Yes; provided the pianos purchased
by Parents and Citizens’ Associations are
approved by competent authorities as
suitable for school purposes. The Super-
intendent of Music will advise and assist
Parents and Citlzens’ Associations in these
matters.
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(c) As to New School for Innaloo.

Mr. NIMMO asked the Minister for
Education:

In view of the large number of rental
homes being erected in Innaloo, will he
give some information about when the
erection of the new school is likely to
commence?

The MINISTER. replied:

The date on which new school buildings
will be erected at Innaloo is dependent
upon the time of arrival of the pre-fabri-
:ated buildings ordered from Great Bri-

ain.

(d}) As to School for North Wembley.

Mr. NIMMO asked the Minister for
Education:

As the building programme in North
Wembley is s¢ rapidly increasing, will he
state when a start will be made on the
school to be erected at the corner of Dodd
and Harbourne streets?

The MINISTER replied:

Inquiries are now proceeding as to the
urgency comparative with the needs of
other areas, for erecting a school in North
‘Wembley.

It is likely that the requirements of this
district will be provided for on the depart-
ment’s 1951-52 building programme if such
provision is shown to be justified.

BUS SERVICES.
fa) As to Suburban-City Beach Route.

Mr. NIMMO asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Transport:

(1) Will he state whether arrangements
are being made for the week-end and holi-
day bus services to operate to City Beach
from Victoria Park, embracing Subiaco,
Leederville, Wembley Park and Floreat
Park en route?

(2) If so, will a timetable be published in
the Press?

nTctl:e MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:

(1) Service to operate on Sundays and
holidays cominencing Sunday the 10th
December, 1950. Buses will traverse
Subjiaco and Jolimont and proceed to City
Beach via Cambridge-street and Oceanlic-
drive,

(2) Public being advised per medium of
Press that a half hour service will operate
commeneing 9 a.m. ex Victoria Park and
9.15 a.m. ex Subiaco subject to amendment
depending upon magnitude of patronage.

(b} As to Trolley-bus Extension to
Oceanic-drive.

Mr. NIMMO asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for- Transport:

Can he inform the House when the ex-
tension of the trolley-bus service to
Oceanic-drive will commence?
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:

(a) Approval not yet given for such ex-
tension of trolley-bus service.

(h) Based on recent investigations it is
probable this extension will be deferred
until the traction power supply is improved
by establishment of traction sub-station.

(c) Deviation of Jolimont bus into
Oceanic-drive via Cambridge-street under
consideration.

ROADS.

(a) As lo Widening and Re-surfacing
Herdsman’'s-parade.

Mr. NIMMO asked the Minister for

Works:

As Herdsman's-parade 15 in such a de-
plorable condition, will he give considera-
tion to the widening and re-surfacing of
this road?

The MINISTER replied:

Consideration will be given to. providing
financial assistance towards the cost of
any reasonable proposal that might be sub-
mitted by the Perth Road Board. It will
not be possible for the Main Roads Depart-
ment's organisations to undertake work on
the road as they will be fully occupied for
& long period ahead on works of greater
urgency.

{b) As to Widening Scarborough Beach-
road.

Mr. NIMMO asked the Minister for

Works:

Owing to the growth of factories in the
Osborne Park area, the increase in Com-
monwealth rental homes at Innaloco and
of private homes in the Scarborough area,
will he—on account of the ever-increasing
trafic—give consideration to widening
Scarborough Beach-road?

The MINISTER replied:

The suggestion for widening this road
has already been considered and it is not
possible to contemplate further improve-
ment of the Scarborough Beach-road until
more urgent works on roads that are the
responsibility of the Main Roads Depari-
ment have been attended to.

The Scarborough Beach-road is 21 feet,
which is wider than many sections of the
Guildford-Midland Junction section of the
Great Eastern-highway and the Perth-
Armadale-roand between Nicholson-road
and Armacale.

{c) As to Surfacing, Wundowie Township.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE asked the Minis-
ter for Works:

When are the roads in the Wundowie
t.owr}’ship likely to be surfaced with bitu-
men?
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The MINISTER replied:

Waterbinding work is in progress at the
present time and it is anticipated that all
authorised work will be tar primed before
Christmas. The final bituminous surface
will probably be completed during the lat-
ter part of February,

(d) As to Responsibility for Work.

Mr. CORNELL {without notice) asked
the Minister for Works:

Will he inform me whether the work
referred to in the questions dealing with
Herdman's-parade and the Scarborough
Beach-road is the responsibility of the
Public Works Department or of the local
authorities?

The MINISTER replied:

Both roads are the responsibility of the
local authorities.

RAILWAYS.
Ag to Homes for Koojedda Employees.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE asked the Minis-
ter representing the Minister for Railways:

When is the department likely to con-
gtruct new houses at Xoojedda for
use by local railway employees and their
families?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:

Koojedda is not included in any current
housing programme.

SWAN RIVER POLLUTION.

As to Efluent from Gas Works and
Power House,

Mr. YATES asked the Minister
Works:

As definite proof exists that the upper
reaches of the Swan River are heavily
polluted, mainly by effluent from the gas
works and the power house, will he give
an assurance that steps will be taken im-
mediately to end this nuisance?

The MINISTER replied:

The hon. member for South Perth is
assured that steps have already been
taken with a view {o cleaning the river
in the vicinity of the gas works and the
power house.

for

HOUSING.-

As to Commonwealth-State Homes,
Mazimum Rentals.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE asked the

Premier:

What steps have been taken to date to
try to give effect to the motion carried
in the Legislative Assembly during the
current session in connection with the
question of fixing maximum rentals for
Commonwealth-State rental homes?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER replied:

A copy of the motion, together with an
appropriate extract from Hansard, was
forwarded to the Right Hon. the Prime
Minister and an sacknowledgement has
been received indicating that the matter
is receiving attention.

SUPERPHOSPHATE.
As to Payments for Transport by Road.

m.lHon, J. B. SLEEMAN asked the Pre-
er:

(1) How much of the £209,709 paid last
year for transport of superphosphate by
road was paid to Bell Bros. by the Gov-
ernment?

(2) How much of this amount was paid
to other truck owners?

(3) How many trucks were engaged on
this work?

(4) How many trucks owned by Bell
Bros. were engaged on this work?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) £3.080.

(2) £206,629.

(3) Four hundred and eighty-one.
(4) Twelve.

HOSPITALS.
fa) As to Dalipallinuy Deputation.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEKE (without notice)
asked the Premier:

In view of the fact that he received a
deputation this week from the Dalwallinu
district on the subject of hospital matters,
may members representing country dis-
tricts take it for granted that deputations
of a similar character are in future to be
taken direct to the Premier?

The PREMIER replied:

I explained to the deputation that 1t
was very unusual for me to adopt the course
of receiving suech a deputation and indi-
cated that it was not to be regarded as a
precedent. In reply to the hon, member, I
would say that when deputations are being
introduced, they should be taken to the
appropriate Minister.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Hear, hear!

(b} As to Accuracy of Press Report.

Mr. ACELAND (without notice) asked
the Minister for Health:

(1) Did she notice the report of my re-
marks in “The West Australian” to the
effect that plans for extensions to the Dal-
wallinu hospital had been in existence for
10 years, but that nothing further had been
done, and that the Under Secretary for
Health interjected that my statement was
not true?

(2) Seeing that she has viewed the
plans, will she see that the statement re-
flecting on my truthfulness is refuted?
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The MINISTER replied:

(1) and (2) I have not yet had time to
read the morning paper, but I expect to do
50 when I reach home in the early hours
of tomorrow. If the hon. member will
place the question on the notice paper,
gt?igl be definitely answered at tomorrow’s

g.

(¢) As to Version of Member jfor Moore.

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE (without notice)
asked the Minister for Health:

As the statement made by the member
for Moore in the question he just asked is
not in accordance with the newspaper re-
port this morning, will she carefully check
the statement made by the hon. member?

The MINISTER replied:

As I have already said, I have not yet
read the paper, but I will do so0 and will
definitely check any statements that have
been made.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent ¢to the following
Bills;—

1, Transfer of Land Act Amendment.

2, Marketing of Eggs Act Amendment

(Continuance).

3, Prices Control Act Amendment (Con-

tinuance).

4, Medical Act Amendment.

5, Country Areas Water Supply Act

Amendment,

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.
Section “B,” 1950.

Mr, SPEAKER: I have received from the
Auditor General a copy of Section “B"” of
his report on the Treasurer’s statement of
the Public Accounts for the financial year
ended the 30th June, 1950. It will be lajd
on the Table of the House.

LEAVE OF ABRBSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Kelly, leave of absence
for one week granted to Hon. A. H. Panton
(Leederville) on the ground of ill-health.

BILL—COQAL MINE WORKERS
(PENSIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil,

BILL—CITY OF PERTH {LATHLAIN
PARK RESERVES).

Second Reading.

MR. READ (Victoria Park) [2.33] in
moving the second reading said: This Bill
is for the purpose of improving a sub-
division of land for the use of the people
for recreation and residential purposes.
About 40 years ago a most undesirable
subdivision was registered at the Titles
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Office under which some few hundred
quarter-acre bhlocks of land were sub-
divided in a peculiar manner, The land
was situated exactly between the Victoria
Park railway station and the Carlisle
station and was shaped like a hotrseshoe
with the narrow end fronting the railway
line. This necessitated all the roads going
through that subdivision being of a cre-
scent shape. That being se, they did not
coincide with or impinge on the roads
which were surveyed in the other estates.

Consequently the Perth City Council
undertook a re-survey and re-planning of
that area and, in 1941-42, placed deeds of
trust on certain reserves within the Lath-
lain Park area and immediately adjacent
thereto, setting aside those reserves for
recreation for the people forever. It is
desired, as a result of the re-subdivision
which has been carried out, that certain
reserves should be deleted from that cate-
gory and made available for other pur-
poses. There was a small area in the
centre of the subdivision set aside for re-
creation. This also was of a horseshoe
shape and was about six to seven acres in
extent. No road surrounded it and entirely
bounding it were 38 wedge-shaped blocks.
With respect to this area, Clause 2 of the
Bill provides—

All that plece of land being portion
of Swan Location 35 and being lot
224 on Plan 4570 and being part of
the land comprised in Certificate of
Title, Volume 786, Folio 58, which
stands registered in the Land Titles
Office in the name of the City of Perth,
subject to a declaration of trust for
the purpose of the recreation of the
people, is discharged from all trusts
now affecting the said land.

This is proposed for the purpose of allow-
ing that land to be further subdivided.
Clause 3 of the Bill deals with another
portion of land of 14 to 15 acres also set
aside for the use of the people. Part of
this land is to be deleted from the deed of
trust, the clause relating to it reading as
follows:—

Al that piece of land being portion
of Swan Location 35 the subject of
Diagram 12042 and being the whole
of the land comprised in Certificate
of Title, Volume 1075, Folio 793, which
stands registered in the Lands Titles
Office in the name of the City of
Perth, subject to a declaration of trust
for the purpose of the recreation of
the people, is discharged from all trusts
now affecting the sald land.

If this Bill is passed it will do three things.
Pirst of all, it will allow the sale of 30
quarter-acre building blocks to the State
Housing Commission. They are most de-
sirable blocks, no longer required for the
purpose for which the Trust was originally
established. Secondly, it will allow a street
to be connected with other thoroughfares



2384

which go through this location. In the
third place, it will give the people a re-
creation reserve of 22 acres in place of
64 and 74 acres. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

THE MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOVERN-
‘MENT (Hon. V. Doney--Narrogin) [2.40]:
The City Council was good enough to tell
me something of the provisions of the Biil.
I have made an examination of them, and
1 find that they conform to the require-
ments of the Town Planning and the
Municipal Corporations Acts. Consequently,
I raise no objection to the passage of the
Bill; nor do I see that there are any
grounds why the Governor, when the mat-
ter is submitted to him in due course,
should do other than assent to the sale of
the land to the State Housing Commission
in the manner described by the member for
Victoria Park. I support the second read-
ing.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
.debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

BILL—FAUNA PROTECTION.
Council’s Further Message.

Message from the Council notifylng that
it insisted on its amendment No. 5 now
considered.

In Commitlee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
reasons for refusing the request of the
Legislative Council have already been con-
sidered. They were that the amendment
was not appropriate and would cause de-
lay. In spite of our request, the Legislative
Council has insisted on its amendment. I
move—

That the Assembly continues to dis-
agree to the amendment made by the
Council.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report
-adopted.

Assembly’s Request for Conference.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—
That the Council be requested to
grant a conference on the amendment
insisted on by the Council, and that
the managers for the Assembly be Mr.
Hearman, Mr. Kelly and the mover.

Question put and passed, and a message
-accordingly returned to the Council.

(ASSEMBLY.]

MEAT SUPPLIES SELECT COMMITTEE

Congideration of Report.

MR. PERKINS (Roe) 12.481: I move—

That in the opinion of this Houset
the recommendations of the Selecl
Committee appointed to inquire intc
ways and means of obtaining adequate
meat supplies for the people of West-
ern Australia should be carried out.

I do not intend to speak at length or
the report. I assume that members hawve
examined it and, if so, they will have noted
the survey of the evidence -contained
therein, and the recommendations made by
the Select Committee. I would, however
like to say a word or two about the reason:
for gur recommendations. Taking them
seriatim, the first is—

That the price control of fresh meal
be discontinued and price contrel of
frozen meat be restricted to control ol
the profit margin between cost of the
frozen meat out of the freezer and the
consumier.

The evidence before the Select Committec
practically all tended to indlcate that pric
control of meat in this State, and by im-
plication in the other States to a large
degree, had heen ineffective for a constder-
able time. In our comments on the evi-
dence, members will notice the remark it
made that the ineffectiveness of price con-
trol of meat is having a serious effect or
lowering the standard of business morality
in the butchering trade. That is an im.
portant aspect, in itself, and I, for one, as
a member of the committee, fear that H
this attitude were to spread into other sec-
tions of our trading community it would
bring many difficulties in its train. It has
its effect on the business houses themselves
and is likely, unfortunately, to spread dowr
to the employees of those concerns and
unless price control were having some con-
siderable beneflcial effect in other direc-
tions that, in itself, could be a most im-
portant consideration in favour of the re-
moval of controls.

The evidence indicates that the control
has had very little effect In obtaining lowe:
prices for meat for consumers in this State
It has been the practice over the years fo!
the price of meat to fluctuate considerably
from one season to another. In the pericd
of short supply prices have risen, whils
at other times during the year meat has
become much cheaper. Periods of both
short and flush supply continue to be evi-
dent in Western Australia, but the evidenee
given before the committee disclosed thal
at no period of the year were the con-
sumers of meat receiving much benefii—
through prices—from the flush supplies
that are available for portions of the year

At the time when the committee wa:
making its inquiry evidence was given—the
committee had every reason to belleve i
was correct—that mutton and beef prices
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as charged to the consumers, in the shops,
were considerably above the selling prices
as fixed by the Prices Commission and that,
even then, the wholesale and retail
butchers, between them, were not recoup-
ing themselves for their costs, whereas in
the case of lamb, which was decontrolled,
the price had risen considerably higher
or 1o a greater margin than was custom-
ary in periods before price control oper-
ated. I refer there to the margin between
lamb and ordinary mutton, for instance,
but there was no indication that price con-
trol had been the cause of the margin in-
creasing.

Apparently those people who desired
lamb and could afford to pay for it were
being charged, by common consent of the
butchers, a higher price in order that the
butchers might recoup themse!ves for
whatever losses or lesser profits—if I may
put it that way—were heing obtained on
mutton and beef. The fact that lamb was
selling at a greatly enhanced price, in my
opinion indicated only that the butcher-
ing trade was trying to get back as much
from the consumers, either by way of the
price for lamb or for mutton and beef,
as would recoup it for the total cost of
purchasing that meat in the saleyards of
the State. Bearing all that in mind, the
committee examined very carefully the
other effects of price control.

The evidence given before the Select
Commlittee, by people who were in a posi-
tion to judee, was to the effect that al-
though price control of meat had bheen
ineffective and was having very little in-
fluence on livestock prices in this State,
it was causing a great deal of uncertainty
in the minds of producers of fat stock and
was tending to induce producers and
graziers who normally produced fat stock,
particularly in the short supply period of
the year, to change over to wool produc-
tion. The very high price of wool is
probably the major factor in causing
the shift from meat to wool production.
In addition to that we must take into con-
sideration the fact that producers who
cater for the market in the late autumn
and winter have to provide speecial fod-
der supplies, and go to considerable trouble
to supply the fat stock markets at that
period of the year, and they have over
them the threat that an attempt may be
meade to enforce price control more effec-
tively.

The over-all result of that with regard
to the fat stock market undoubtedly is
that more producers are likely to avoid
the risk and take the easy course of
changing over fo wool production. That
has been happening for a considerable
time, and I fear that unless some postive
steps are taken to change the policy that
has been followed in the past we will see
an even greater restriction of the amount
of fresh meat that is coming forward for
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the people of the State, and hence this
refommendatlon No. 1 of the Select Com-
mittee.

I realise—and I think the committee
realises—that it is necessary for the State
Government to give careful consideration
to the possibility of an actual shortage of
meat supplies, particularly during the short
supply period of the coming year. While
the position for the coming season seems
to have been covered reasonably well, as
is indicated in the report, if present trends
continue there is grave danger that a very
small supply of fresh meat will come for-
ward during the short supply period, and
the public of the State will have to rely
to a large degree on whatever frozen meat
is stored. Therefore the committee gave
as its second recommendation that suffi-
cient stocks of frozen meat should be bullt
up, either by private enterprise—and if
private enterprigse Is prepared to do it,
well and good—or, if due to the uncertain-
ties at present existing private enterprise
does not build up sufficient stocks, by the
Government.

Some action along those lines was taken
last year, but the indications are that the
deflcieney in the late autumn and winter
months will be greater in the coming sea-
son than it was last season and, therefore,
there seems to be greater need now for
the Government to examine the position
closely and build up sufficient stocks.
One cannot tell how the position may de-
velop from year to year and I believe it
will be necessary for Governmeni officers
to keep a close watch on the situation.
But, it is clear that in the immediate fu-
ture, at least, there are supplies, of lamb
particulariy, which can be obtained and
put into store against that possible short-
age. If they are needed, they will be
there; if they are not needed, then the
only cost will be for storage over perhaps
six months of the year. If they are not
needed they can still be passed into ex-
port channels and sold by whoever is hold-
ing them—either private enterprise or the
Government.

Mr. Yates: Did you say that price con-
trol was effective?

Mr. PERKINS: Price control was inef-
fective.

Mr, Yates: But did you say it was efL
fective during the period of short supply?

Mr. PERKINS: I stated that in my
opinion the evidence disclosed that price
control was not effective at any period.
The evidence the committee received was
that it was no more effective in the other
States than it was in this State. There
was one part of the State in which it was
enforced vigorously, as is indicated in the
report. That ares was the Eastern Gold-
fields and, probably because it was a
smaller community, it was easier for the
prices officers to carry out the necessary
enforcement measures. The result was
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that a meat famine developed, and the
evidence placed before the commiitee in-
dicated that the Goldfields area was re-
ceiving only about 40 per cent.,, or less
than 40 per cent., of its meat supplies
through the butchers’ shops. The balance
was being obtained through all sorts of
unorthodox and irregular channels; that
is something which should not be justi-
fled from any angle, Obviously it is un-
desirable from a health point of view and
must ultimately cost the consumers con-
siderably more than if they ohtained all
tlﬁeir meat supplies through the butchers’
shops.

There is another aspect which the eom-
mittee has considered carefully. I believe
that the third recommendation will ade-
quately cover any danger which members
may think might exist as the result of
the decontrol of fresh meat supplies. That
third recommendation provides that the
frozen meat can be used to give the con-
sumers an alternative source of supply at
a reasonahle figure if fresh meat prices
soar to unreasonable leyels. There is no
doubt that fresh meat 1s preferred by the
public if they can obtain it. But, frozen
meat, and frozen lamb particularly, 15 dif-
flcult to distinguish from the fresh pro-
duct. I feel that the public is adequately
covered against any threat of excessive
prices if they have the opportunity to
purchase frozen meat at a time when fresh
meat is in very short supply.

I notice that some representatives of
the farmers’ union are criticising these
recommendations rather severely. They
strongly object to the Government storing
frozen meat. My reaction is that if pri-
vate enterprise is prepared to bulld up
sufficient stocks of frozen meat which, in
the opinion o¢f the technical officers of
the Government, will provide an adequate
reserve in the perlod of probable short-
age, then it will not be necessary for the
Government to bulld up any substantial
reserves of frozen meat. Obviously, how-~
ever, any Government has the responsi-
hility to see that the consuming public
has reasonable supplies of essential food-
stuffs available to it. If a position seems
to be developing whereby those supplies
are not in sight, surely it is the responsi-
bility of the Government to take some
effective action to see that reserves are
available,

If the Government will declare its policy
then everybody will know just what the
position is likely to be in the fufure, and
people can plan their courses of action
accordingly. I hope that whatever actions
the Government intends to take on the
recommendations made in the report, it
will take them in the near future. I can
think of nothing worse than action being
deferred, say. until next March or April
and, when we seem to be getting into a
difficult supply period, the Government
suddenly declding that these recommenda-
tions are all right. If the recommenda-
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tions are to have the effect that the Se-
lect Committee hopes that they will have,
then it is necessary for the Government
to declare its policy almost immediately.
Obviously the people with feed reserves
in the autumn will need to know at an
early stage what the policy of the Gov-
ernment is going to be. The people will
want to know whether they should reserve
these feed supplies for the fattening of
fat stock for the late autumn and win-
ter markets. There is no doubt that it is
highly desirable that we should encour-
age as much fresh mest on to the mar-
kets as possible, and use frozen meat only
as & standby and reserve in order to pro-
tect the consuming public against a meat
famine.

The Committee paid a good deal of at-
tention to the supplies which may
available from the North-West. It will be
noticed in the survey of the evidence that
comment is made on the fact that the
Wyndham Meat Works, as agenis for the
producers in the far North of the State,
can and will market beef from that part
of the State in the metropolitan area if
necessary. That beef should be sufficient
to make up the shortage of fresh beef
supplies during those winier months from
about May onwards. The committee also
had some interesting evidence from Air
Beef Ltd. Members will notice that
recommendation No. 4 is to the effect that
freezer space be provided at Derby to
enable Air Beef Lid. to make use of the
freezing’ space that is available on the
boats trading between Fremantle and
Singapore. At present some limited use
'is being made of the freezer space on
those boats, but unfortunately there is
only a limited amount of freezer space
available at Derby.

Practically the only meat that can be
loaded is what is lown in during the period
when the boat is in port. I understand
there are only about six hours during which
those boats can load this type of cargo
and, seeing that the freezer space is avail-
able it seems desirable, from the point of
view of gaining added supplies for the
metropolitan area and also to give oppor-
tunities to those far north preducers for &
profitable outlet for their beef, to ensure
that sufficient freezer space is provided
there in order that beef can be flown in to
the port, stored there until ready to load
and then the freezer space can be filled
during the few hours that the ship is in
port. It does not amount to a great deal
when looked at from the point of view of
the total consumption of beef in the
metropolitan area, but the recommendation
was made because it appeared it would
provide some small additional amount of
meat and also open up a valuable market
for those producers in that part of the
world.

1 hope the House agrees to the recom-
mendations of the committee. I believe
that while they will not solve the problem
of meat supplies immediately, at least they
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will bring the meat trade generally back
to a healthier condition than it has been
in for some considerable time. Difficulties
have been increasing from year to year and
I fear that, if no immediate action is
taken, we will find that they will further
increase unless something arises which is
unforseen to anyone at the moment. Re-
sponsible people representing the pro-
ducers, the Livestock Salesmen's Associa-
tion, as well as other independent people
who appeared before the Select Committee,
stressed the seriousness of the trend that
has been developing for some time.
Probably the extremely high wool prices
have been the greatest single factor to
cause the changeover from meat produc-
tion to wool production, but some of the
controls which have been exercised have
also had an effect in accentuating this
undesirable trend. Therefore a necessary
preliminary to bring the meat trade back
to a healthier state is to accept the recom-
mendations of the Seleet Committee and
for the Government to watch the position
very carefully and then, if the recommend-
ations are not bearing fruit, to take what-
ever other action may be necessary. But
merely to let things drift will accentuate
the difficulties which the trade has met
with in the past and, if no corrective action
is taken, it will bring about a most serious
position in the meat trade in the future.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [3.16]: I
wish to place on record the impressions of
the situation that I gained when listening
to the evidence given before the Select
Committee by all sections of the meat
trade. There is no doubt that both the
wholesale and retail butchers have had
great difflculty over the last 12 months
in providing sufficient meat for their cus-
tomers, although they did not say that
they had to ration them at any time.
If it had not been for the action of the
© Government in putting 35,000 carcases of
lamb and mutton into cool storage, the
rationing of meat supplies to the peaple
would have been necessary. Varlous rea-
sons were put forward as to what was
causing the shortage, the principal one
being the rapid increase in population over
the last 12 months, which has been esti-
mated at 26,000 people as a result of
immigration. Many of those were adults,
and a fair proportion of them were ado-
lescents who would consume as much meat
as adults.

When we take into consideration the
average meat consumption for Australia
at 206 1bs. per head per annum, which
includes only lamb, mutton, beef and veal
and excludes pig-meats, we find that to
provide the annual ration for those extra
26,000 people it has required 5,326,000 Ib.
of meat for the 12 months, which is equiva-
lent to 5,000 head of cattle at an average
of 500 1b. per head and 70,000 sheep and
lambs at an average of 40 lb. per head.
Stock for meat supplies is not keeping
paice with the increased demand brought
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about by the increase in population. It
is interesting to compare the meat con-
sumption of four or five leading countries
in the world with that of Australia.

The evidence submitted to us was that
the Australian consumption of meat, in-
cluding pig-meats, per head of the popula-
tion was 226 1b. per annum, New Zealand
243 per annum, Great Britain 138 per
annum, Canada 134 per annum, and the
United States of America 138 1lb. per
annum. The increase in our stock for
that 12 months, when we required an
additional 5,000 head of cattle and 70,000
head of sheep, was very far short of the
required amount. In the year 1949, we
had 864,131 head of cattle and in 1950,
864,936; an increase of only 805 head,
whereas the increased population brought
from oversea would require in Western
Australia an average of 500 head of cattle.
In 1849 the number of sheep and lambs
amounted to 10,872,540 and in 1950 they
numbered 10,923,000, an increase of only
about 51,000 head in 12 months. So it can
be easily seen that the meat shortage in
this State to a great extent has been
actuated by the rapid increase in popula-
tion.

The second reasen that was submitied
to the committee, which I consider to be
a good one, was that because of the ab-
normal prices received for wool, they are
resulting in a greater number of pro-
ducers switching to the merino breed of
sheep for the production of wool.
I think this is having a great effect upon
the amount of mutton and lamb that is
available. We had evidence that pastoral-
ists are competing against butchers in the
Midland Junction saleyards, and those
who have had a very good year as far as
pastures are concerned—apart from water
supplies—are buying sucker lambs at the
saleyards in Midland Junction and taking
them back to pasture, because by holding
sheep for over four years they would, at
the conservative estimate of £2 worth of
wool a year, get £8 in a period of four
years. If they put the lamb into the
market, however, they would get a return
of £3 10s. or perhaps a little over.

So far as price control is concerned, I
am quite sure there has been no genuine
attempt made to enforce it in this State.
To say price conirol has heen a failure is
not making a comprehensive survey of the
guestion at all. Everyone who gave evi-
dence on this point before the committee,
with the exception of the Price Fixing
Commissioner, admitied that price control
was completely ineffective, and that there
was no attempt being made to enforce it.
Therefore, to say that producers would not
market their stock if there was price con-
trol is not a correct statement of fact,
because we mnever attempted the strict
policing of price control as far as the
metropolitan area is concerned.



2388

The only district to my knowledege where
price control was strictly applied was the
Eastern Goldfields, and it had the effect of
bringing about the closing of the butchers’
shops, and the people of Kalgoorlie were
only getting, according to an estimate by
the Master Butchers' representative of the
Goldfields, 40 per cent. to meet require-
ments through their butchers. This has
been and should be their source of supply
but, as far the metropolitan area is con-
cerned, the representatives of the retail
master buichers were refreshingly candid
about the matier. They said that if price
control and the present ceiling prices were
enforced, they would have to close their
shops. They estimated that from 5d. to
7d. a 1b. was being charged in excess of
the permissible ceiling prices. One repre-
sentative of the retail trade went so far as
to mention 11d. in excess for certain cuts
of meat. When the retail people were
asked if the price fixing authorities were
taking any action against them they re-
pled in the negative. As I have said,
everyone, with the exception of the Price
Fixing Commissioner, was quite clear that
control was completely ineffective as far
as the price of meat was concerned in the
metropolitan area.

I should also like to express the opinion
that the retail price of lamb being charged
in the metropolitan area now, and for the
past three months, has been exorbitant.
We had evidence which indicated that the
average price for lambs on the hoof at
Midland Junction was 124d. to 133d. per
1b. and that the cheapest cut that could
be obtained—that is the forequarter, with
the exception of the actual neck—is 1s.
8d. a 1lb., while the price for leg and loin
is 2s. 6d. a lb. Scme witnesses expressed
the opinion that they considered theat
exorbitant profits were being made by the
retajl butchering trade because of these
prices, that is 1s. 8d. for the cheapest
cut and 2s. 6d. for a loin and leg of lamb.

I quite agree with the member for Roe
that if we want the producers te market
their stock in the lean period—during the
winfer months—we have to offer them
some special inducement to grow special
fodders such as peas and oats for their
sheep and lambs, for the purpose of fat-
tening them, in order that they can make
them available for slaughter during the
lean periods. To obtaln stock in a killable
condition during the winter months or
lean period, means a considerable addi-
tional expense, and I am quite satisfied
that if we require producers, and expect
them, to market their stock in good con-
dition during the winter months, we have
to offer them some particular inducement
to grow these special crops, so that they
can pget their sheep and lambs ready for
the lean period of the year.

I have in mind the fraud that has been
perpetrated upon every person In this
State over the last 12 or 18 months, par-
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ticularly on those people who are working
under an award of the Arbitration Court,
as far as the basic wage is concerned. We
asked the representatives of the Master
Retail Butchers’ Association what prices
were returned to the State Statisticlan for
the quarterly adjustment of the basic
wage, and they said they returned the
ceiling prices. As they admitted quite
candidly that from 5d. to 11d. a lb. was
being charged over the ceiling prices, it
does not require a mathematician to work
out that any worker whose wage is fixed
by the basic wage quarterly adjustment
has been deprived of something like 7s. to
8s. a week, hbecause of the incorrect figures
supplied to the State Statistician for the
compilation of the basic wage.

Mr. Griffith: Do you think many
people are on the basic wage these days?

Mr. STYANTS: I should say that prac-
tically every worker in this State is af-
fected by the basic wage. There are s
great number who are actually on the
hasic wage, but practically every unionist
has a margin which has, as its base, the
basic wage. Therefore practically every
member of a registered trade union is
affected by the basic wage. I will agree,
however, that not a great number of these
people are actually working on the basic
wage. I think he would be a man of very
meagre ability who could not demand more
than the basic wage for any class of work
in this State today. I do not think there
should be any shortage of supplies for the
:olining winter if adequate precautions are
aken.

I would like to refer to an anomalous
position that existed: Whilst there were
40,000 carcases of lamb in cold storage
here awaiting export, the Government had
a man in the Eastern States buying lamb
for the purpose of tiding us over the lean
period this coming winter. While I com-
mend the Government for its foresight in
making provislon for the purchase of
these lambs, I think it is ridiculous to
have 40,000 carcases of lamb in cold
storage in this State for the purpose of
sending them oversea and at the same
time having a buyer in the Eastern States
to purchase lamb to bring it over here to
be put in cold storage. I think that a
better arrangement could be arrived at if
a conference were held of all parties con-
cerned. There were approximately 40,000
carcases of lamb available for export, and
I understand they will be exported this
season, as against 100,000 or 120,000 car-
cases last vear.

The evidence given by a representative
of the Commonwealth Meat Board showed
that there were 300,000 carcases of lamb
available in South Australia for export,
as against an average of 1,000,000, while
Victoria, had 1,000,000 available as against
an average of 2,250,000. Thus, it is evi-
dent that there are ample supplies of meat
to draw upon if private concerns are en-
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terprising enough to purchase the lamb
during the flush period and put it into cool
store to tide over the lean period in the
coming winter. According to expert evi-
dence, these lambs would be available on
Day_t?ent of about id. per lb. over export
parity.

We have to recognise that the oversea
market is not as attractive to the pro-
ducer as is the local market. The pro-
ducer can get a better price on the local
market than he can bet for meat that is
exported. ‘There is also plenty of lamb
and muiton available in the Midland
Junction saleyards. I understand that a
Government’ buyer is operating there and
is taking quite & number of the surplus
stock available from week to week. The
weekly yarding at Midland Junction is
24,000 to 32,000 head of sheep and lambs,
and the weekly requirements are about
14,000, so there is plenty of mutton and
lamb available in the flush season if fore-
sight is shown—I understand the Govern-
ment is doing this—to ensure supplies for
storing for the winter months.

In addition, we were told by the man-
ager of the Wyndham Preezing Works,
Mr. J. J. Farrell, that he is expecting
33.000 carcases of beef from the works this
year. Contrary to the general opinion
prevailing, all that meat is available for
consumption in the State if the Govern-
ment says it requires the meat. I was
under the impression that that meat had
been sold under a long-term contract to
the British Ministry of Food and that it
was not available to us. The reverse is
the position. If the State Government
says it requires that beef, it will be avail-
able for consumption within the State.
Once the beef is declared to be surplus,
however, it comes under the jurisdiction
of the Meat Board, and under Common-
wealth control, and is exported to Eng-
land. Consequently, if the State Gov-
ernment does not declare any of the 33,000
carcases in the Wyndham Meat Works to
be surplus, it wili be available for con-
sumption here and will provide for the
requirements of 165,000 people for a year.
Thus, there is an enormous quantity avail-
able if it is required to meet any short-
age t‘er,nf beef in the.southern part of the
State.

It is estimated that 5,000 carcases from
Derby would be available if additional
freezer space were provided, as mentioned
by the member for Roe. I understand that
there is a small amount of freezing space,
as well as an engine, at Derby, but we have
no idea what cost would be involved in
increasing it to a capacity of 120 tons
which, the representative of Air Beef Pty.
Ltd. said, was the freezer space available
on the Singapore boats each fortnight. If
the freezer space were made available at
Derby by extending the existing works, it
would be possible to build up a store of
120 tons of meat so that, when a Singapore
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boat called at Derby for a limifed stay_of
six hours each fortnight, this quantity
would be available.

Judging by the evidence of experts, my
estimate is that we shall reguire 120,000
carcases of mutton and lamb to be put
in cold storage to tide us over the lean
period during the coming winter. With
the frozen beef that will be available from
the Wyndham Meat Works—provided the
Government decides not to declare it
surplus—plus the quantity that can be
brought from the North-West on the
hoof, plus the quantity of fresh meat
that will be available in the southern part
of the State, I consider there should be
ample meat to meet requirements during
the next 12 months, at any rate.

I suggest, as a short-term policy, that
the Government should buy and put into
cool storage the fresh meat now available.
I am not adamant about this being done
by the Government. Personally, I think
that private concerns should be sufficiently
enterprising to look after their own inter-
ests in the business.

The Premier: They are purchasing some.

Mr. STYANTS: But only a very small
quantity. We made inquiries from private
concerns and found that the quantity is
limited. The majority claimed that they
had not sufficient finance to buy stock
now and hold it till winter. The cost of
holding frozen meat over a period of six
months is quite a nominal amount; it is
estimated to be 26/32nds of a penny per
1b., or less than 1d. per lb.

The Attorney General: Do not you mean
per month?

Mr. STYANTS: No, for six months.

‘Mr. Perkins: About 1d. per lb. for six
months.

Mr. STYANTS: The Government on Iits
own, or in conjunction with private enter-
prise, should ensure that we have at least
120,000 carcases of mutton and lamb in
cool storage to tide us over the lean period
in the coming winter. Those carcases
could be obitained as a result of the over-
flow of sales at Midland Junection in the
flush period of the year, and there would
be quite a lot available at a fractional cost
over export parity in the markets of South
Australia and Victoria. We are told that
there is ample cool storage space available
to hoid that quantity of meaf. We also
require to make provision for the shipping
of frozen beef and stock on the hoof dur-
ing the lean period in the southern portion
of the State. I understand that the man-
ager of the Wyndham Freezing Works has
been in negofiation with certain shipping
companies {0 see whether this can be done.
It would appear, therefore, that the Gov-
ernment is realising the necessity for get-
ting these stocks of meat and putting them
into epol storage for use during the winter
months.
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I think that the recommendation for
lifting price control on fresh meat should
provide sufficient guarantee to induce pro-
ducers to grow special fodders and fatten
their stock for placing on the market dur-
ing the three or four months of the lean
period. In accordance with a long-range
policy—and I think we have to look at
this matter from a long-range point of
view—we should increase shipping space
from North-West ports by providing an-
other State ship. I understand from the
Premier that he has been negotiating in
that connection, but I do not know whether
anything deflnite has been done.

The Premier: Plans are being prepared.

Mr. STYANTS: There is quite a lot of
meat on the hoof available in the Kim-
berleys which could be obtained if adequate
shipping space were available; and it is
essential that we should have another ship
on the North-West coast to bring those
cattle down. One of the expert witnesses
gave it as his opinion that there could be
a tremendous increase in the production of
beef in the North-West as a result of the
provision of watering facilities, windmills
and engines and supplies of steel fencing
posts and galvanised wire. The productive
capacity of the cattle-raising areas in the
North-West is not being exploited to any-
thing like the maximum extent, according
to him,

More than one witness expressed the
opinion that another great aid to pro-
duction in the North-West—but this is
something outside the jurisdiction of the
State Government—would be some adjust-
ment in the matter of income tax. It
was contended that if the North-West were
placed under the same conditions with re-
lation to income tax as the Northern Terri-
tory it would be a big incentive to the pro-
ducetrs to provide a greater amount of
meat.

So far as the recommendations of the
Select Committee are concerned, I do not
agree entirely with the first one, although
I would not have any great heartburnings
if fresh meat were entirely decontrolled,
and the sham and hypocritical price control
that has been in evidence during the last
12 or 18 months were removed. At any
rate, if meat were not reduced in price
from what is actually being paid at present,
the workers of this State would at least
be compensated for the additional amount
they are paying over the fletitious celling
prices which are supposed to be operating
when it comes to a matter of the compila-
tion of the basic wage.

I notice that the employers’ represent-
ative in the basic wage case in the Arbltra-
tion Court this week expresed the opinion
that the correct price, the actual price
being charged for meat, must be returned
to the State Statistician by the retail
master butchers as otherwise they would
leave themselves open to a heavy penalty.
That is the actual requirement, but it is
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not enforced; and, contrary to the opinion
expressed by the employers' representative,
the retail master butchers assured the
Select Committee that they returned for
the purpose of the compilation of the baslic
wage the ceiling price and not the actual
price, S0 even if meat did not drop in
price—which only a super optimist would
expect to occur—and if price control were
released the worker would at least get some
compensation in the computation of the
basic wage.

I am very diffident about complete de-
control of prices because I have noticed
with concern that every article that is re-
moved from price conirol immediately sky-
rockets in price, I do not know of any
articles from which price control has been
removed that have not increased in price,
in some cases rapidly and {o great heights,
and in other cases to a lesser extent. If
we completely decontrol prices, I think
there wili be a tendency for those prices to
rise at least to the stage where we would
have buyer resistance. That is to say,
saturation point would be reached, beyond
which people would refuse {o pay, just as
occurred in the case of lamb. The price
went {o 3s. per lb. and there was consumer
resistance, with the result that the flgure
was reduced to 2s. 6d.

I know that the theory has been ad-
vanced quite frequently in this House and
in other places that if goods are decon-
trolled competition between business firms
will not only keep prices down but will
reduce them below those existing under
price control. However, I do not know of
any instance where that has occurred, and
that is why I am diffident about subscrib-
ing fully to the proposition to decontrol
meat. But I agree—and I say this very
earnestly—that the master butchers, both
wholesale and retail, have had the rawest
deal for 18 months of any section of the
business community in this State, or in
Australia for that matter, because the same
condition of affairs exists in the Eastern
States.

Any body of business men should he
permitted, by a reasonable ceiling price set
on their goods, to deal legitimately and
honestly and be able to earn a fair live-
lihood; but that is rfot the position with
the master butchers. They have had to
break the law to be able to carry on; and,
as the member for Roe said, this is creat-
ing a very bad psychology amongst the
employees, as wel! as the employers, in the
meat trade. When the law is flagrantly
flouted and no penalties are impaosed, it
brings about a general contempt of the law
amongst all sections of the community; and
particularly is that reflected amongst the
employees of the meat trade, one of whom
said to me, “You have to be a rogue to
keep your job in the butchering trade.”

The psychology is being created amongst
the employees that if it is good enough
for the employer to have a go at the pub-



[30 November, 1950.1

lic by charging 6d. or 8d. per 1b. over
the permissible ceiling price, it is good
enough for the employee to have a go
at the boss if he gets an opportunity.
That is the psychology which is being
created, and it is most unfortunate. My
idea—and it may be the difference between
Tweedledum and Tweedledee—is that the
margins of profit should be still under the
control of the Prices Comunissioner and
should be rigidly enforced. It is of no use
having price control unless it is enforced.
If we could devise a system by which we
got the wholesale prices paid by, say, the
six leading wholesale buyers at the Mid-
land stock sales each month, and per-
mitted a reasonable percentage of profit to
them so that they could trade honestly
and make a fair living, and add to that
figure a reasonable margin of profit for
the retailer, and still retain price control
in that way, it would be betier than lifting
it entirely. Although price control has
not been very effective it might have had
some slight retarding effect on avaricious
master butchers. It is my opinion that
exorbitant prices have bheen charged and
unfair profits made by the retail butchers
on uncontrolled meat such as lamb, veal
and pig meats.

The other recommendations, Nos. 2, 3
and 4, I fully endorse. I hope that action
will be taken to enable the master butchers
in the area I represent again to give the
service to the public which the public ex-
pects, and which, I believe, the master
butchers should bhe in a position honestly
to give. The Government recently spent
£45,000 on modernising the abattoirs on
the Eastern Goldfields, but the only use
made of them in the last five or six months
has heen the Kkilling of some 20 or 30
pigs, and the storing in part of the freez-
ing space there by the master butchers of
meat sent to them, for which they did not
have accommodation in their shops. In
addition, the Government has been forced
into the position of dispensing with the
services of some 10 or 12 employees there.
About 30 apprentices to the butchering
trade have had their indentures suspended,
and some 40 or 50 butchers in Kalgoorlie
have had to seek occupations in other
avenues. I hope action will be taken by
the Government to see that this state of
affairs will come to an end, and that if
it is decided to retain price control a
realistic price will be set so that the master
?;]Jt.clhers can operate honestly and within

e law,

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. R. Abbott—Mt. Lawley) [3.541: No-one
will deny that price control of meat is
extremely difficult to carry into effect, but
I say without hesitation that in this State
it has been the same in every part. There
is not the slightest doubt that the ad-
ministration of the Commissioner has been
the same all through the State. It may
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be that because the Goldfields were a
smaller comunity it was more effective than
in the metropolitan area. The Commis-
sioner, I understand, gave evidence to that
effect, and knowing him as I do I have
no doubt that it is correct. The Govern-
ment has already set in motion several
of the recommendations made by the
committee. Last year g certain amount
of meat was stored, and the same policy
has been carried out this year. The Gov-
ernment is a buyer in the local market
of all lJamb and mutton that can be ac-
quired at export parity or a little above it.
As far as I am aware, all of the meat
purchased in the Eastern States has been
mutton. There may have been a small
quantity of lamb. It is extremely diffi-
cult to acquire any mutton suitable for
freezing in Western Australia.

It is hoped we will have reasonable stocks
by the end of the season. In addition,
the Government has for some months been
trying to arrive at a method of transport-
ing frozen beef from Wyndham to the
metropolitan area. The problem of ship-
ping freights is an extremely difficult one
and it is hard to charter a ship with the
necessary refrigeration to bring meat from
wyndham to Perth. However, it is hoped
that suitable arrangements will be made
in this respect. I point out, however, that
this meat cannot be made available until
some time after the middle of May, he-
cause slaughtering does not commence at
Wyndham before then owing to seasonal
conditions there.

Some comment has been made on the
high price of lamb. I am of opin-
ion that the retail butchers have been
trying to carry out the price control
regulations. It is quite probable that
higher prices have been charged for
the more expensive and luxury lines, such
as lamb, veal and pork, to compensate for
the lower prices that the butchers have
been asking for the essential quantities of
beef and mutton. I do think, however, that
it is necessary to see, as far as possibie,
that those whose purses are most strained
are able to get reasonable supplies for
themselves and their families. I have
not considered the report; nor has the
Government, but it will do so. I do not
know whether the Premier will speak on
the motion, but i{f he does he will outline
the position as far as the Government is
concerned. Up to date, however, the Gov-
ernment has not decided what it intends
to do in connection with the matter.

MR. OLIVER (Boulder) [4.0}: I think
the Committee has done a very useful job
and its report will serve to focus attention
on what apparently will be a problem again
next year. I think members will agree that
we must continue to suffer in the future
the high meat prices that have prevailed
during the past 12 months. Whether the
price of meat is controlled or decontrolled
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I am afraid it will continue to be high
owing to the shortage of meat. I am not
clear as to what the Attorney General
meant when he supported the Prices Com-
missioner and said that the price of meat
‘was controlled in every part of the State.

The Attorney General: I said the control
'was administered in the same way in every
part of the State.

Mr. OLIVER: That means, of course,
that price control was almost completely
ignored.

The Attornej General: It was very
effective in the hon, member's part of the
country.

Mr. OLIVER: The only reason why price
control over meat appeared to be effective
on the Goldfields was that the magistrate
administering the law there apparently
took a far more serious view of breaches
of the control in that area than did magis-
trates in the metropolitan area. 'The fact
that he made the penalties s0 high and
promised to increase them if the trans-
gressors appeared before him on further
charges practically put the Goldfields
butchers out of business. Obviously the
only reason why butchers continued to
trade in 2 comparatively normal way in the
metropolitan area was that price control
was, to some extent, ignored by them.

I am grafeful to the Select Committee
for having made the point that the wage-
earner has pald more for meat than his
wage provided for, because that is true.
Several members made that point, pre-
viously, in this House. The question of
decontrol is an important one, to which
the Government will have to give very
serious consideration. I am of opinion that
if meat is to be controlled, with the old-
fashioned ceiling price at the source of
supply, and the fixed price in the retail
trade, the same troubles will continue. I
do not think that method will work as it
contains far too many avenues of leakage
for it ever to function suecessfully. While
1 believe in controls I think this particular
system will require the closest considera-
tion when the Government is dealing with
it.

MR. McCULLOCH (Hannans) (441: I
commend the Committee on the work it
put into this inquiry, during its eight sit-
tings and the hearing of an abundance of
evidence. I agree with most of the recom-
mendations of the Committee, in the main,
but I do not wish to commit myself in re-
gard to recommendation No. 1. If we de-
control the price of fresh meat and re-
tain control over the price of frozen meat,
I am afraid that frozen meat will be sold
at the decontrolled price, and the effect of
that would be that the basic wage would
have to be increased. We have heard this
afternoon that some master butchers on
the Goldfields charged as much as 11d.
per lb. above the fixed price and the evi-

[ASSEMBLY.]

dence given before the Committee proved
beyond doubt that the price-fixing ad-
ministration in this State has not been
effective, Apart from the evidence sub-
mitted to the Select Committee, I feel that
ever since 1943 the control of meat prices
throughout the Commonwealth has falled
to act effectively, as we have had trouble
with the control since that time.

I do not altogether blame the master
butchers because the evidence has shown
that many of them, especially on the
Eastern Goldfields, have gone out of busi-
ness. There were 11 butchers’ shops operat-
ing at one time in Kalgoorlie and Boulder,
and today there are only five, I know some
of those master butchers personally and
they have been in the trade for practically
the whole of their lives. I know of one
who has taken on a job as an insurance
agent and I feel that if he had been get-
ting a fair margin of profit as a master
butcher, under the fixed prices, he would
have continued in his trade. I cannot see
how recommendation No. 1 could have
the effect desired and unless I get some
clearer information as to how it is to
operate I will not vote in favour of it.

Members know that notwithstanding the
increase in the price of gold since 1949 the
goldmines have not found it easy to carry
on and, with the increase in the basic wage
that must come if meat is decontrolled, I
believe many of the mines will be in diffi-
culties. The 41 per cent. increase in the
price of gold that they recelved in 1849
has been whittled away, and even today
some of the smaller mines are closing
down owing to their inability to produce
ore at g profitable rate. Some scheme for
the control of meat prices will have to be
evolved. Every year since 1942 or 1943
I have received a number of complaints
about meat prices, and the control was
not being strictly enforced on the Gold-
fields. Because the butchers seemed fo be
flouting the prices regulations other
tradesmen in that area thought they could
do the same.

I admit that the master butchers were
the most heavily fined and severely warned.
There were some prosecutions of grocers
and other tradesmen, but the evidence dis-
closed before the Select Committee shows
that the master butchers could not make
a profit on the ceiling price of meat as
laid down by the Prices Commission in this
State. No-one can operate & business suc-
cessfully if he cannot get a fair return
for his money. I support recommenda-
tions Nos. 2, 3 and 4, but will not com-
mit myself with regard to recommenda-
tion No. 1.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty—
Murray) (4.10]: I agree with the member
for Roe that if decontrol of meat is to be
brought about, an early decision will have
to be made. Therefore, the Government
will give early consideration to the recom-
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mendations of the Select Commitee. If
it is decided to decontrol meat, then we
should, first of all, advise the Prices Minis-
ters In the other States. But, should the
decision be to decontrol the price of meat,
it will not mean that controls cannot be
reimposed if the Government considers
that the position has got out of hand. The
recommendations have already been re-
ferred to by the Attorney General and in
the main they are being carried out.

We have put into cold storage a large
quantity of frozen mutton and it is being
placed there from time to time. Arrange-
ments have been made, as the member
for Kalgoorlie said, to bring down much
larger quantities of frozen beef from the
Kimberleys this year than we did for the
previous year. Also, more cattle on the hoof
will come from the Kimberleys this year
because we will have the “Dongarra” on the
run. She will carry 200 cattle at a time.
That will mean more fresh meat down
here than was available Iast season. Early
consideration will he given to the recom-
mendations of the Select Committee and
the Government will make an announce-
ment in the near future.

On motion by Mr. Yates, debalte ad-
journed.

BILL—SUPERANNUATION AND FAMILY
BENEFITS ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. F. J. 8. WISE (Gascoyne) [4.131:
As is usual at this time of the vear, there
is not much opportunity to examine Bills
unless one s a sleepless sort of person.
Bills are introduced one day and debated
the next, but the Government has a distinct
advantage because it has a knowledge,
many months ahead, of the proposed alter-
ations to the law. This Bill contains some
amendments that are vital in the adminis-
tration of this legislation. There are also
some new principles involved which will
affect contributors, recipients of pensions
and the question of reciprocity.

Perhaps one of the most important
amendments is the clause which adds a
new section and permits of reciprocity be-
tween the States where similar schemes
are involved, as between the States and
Commonwealth and the Commonwealth
and the States, with the exception of
Queensland which has an insurance fund.
That fund is different from the normal
superannuation provisions. Up till now
there has been a difficulty with State
superannuated officers leaving for Com-
‘monwealth employment and it has been, as
it were, one-way traffic. We have had no
provision to cover a superannuated officer
from the other States or from the Com-
monwealth service who joins our service.
There has been no continuity or compari-
son in contributions made by these officers
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or of the benefits ultimately to be derived
therefrom. The provision in the Bill,
therefore, is most important.

There is a provision in the measure that
where an increase in rates is involved, in
order to maintain the pensions and bene-
fits formerly contributed for, the State will
meet the difference. That, of course, is a
burden on the fund, but I presume that
in spite of the actuarial attitude—which is
usually more cautious than a particular
race of people is supposed to be—
there is a sufficlency in the fund
to meet the one or iwo commit-
ments which the Bill presents. There is
also the question of the increase in the
pension rate for children, which rate was
not increased when the Act was amended
in 1947. The proposal is that instead of
5s. per child it is to be increased to 7s. 6d,

The amendment to Section 6 of the Act
appears to me to be clearly under-
stood as applying to females and the limit-
ation of age shall be at 60 years in all
cases. The amendment to Section 36, as
I understand it, is to clear up possible
anomalies in regard to the period of con-
tribution and the age, hecause the calendar
year in respect of birthdays affects con-
tributors. It is wise to clear up such an
anomaly. In regard to eligibility and the
amount to be collected under Section 44
of the Act, I presume, although the Pre-
mier did not mention it, that there must
have been a risk of some pensioners get-
ting more than they were entitled to get.

The Premier: That is s0.

Hon. F. J. 5. WISE: Therefore, the Bill
will gqualify the position. There is also &
consequential amendment later on in the
Bill. In discussion on this matter with
the member for Kalgoorlie who, as this
House knows, is interested in this legisla-
tion, a point was rajsed on the amendment
to Section 57. I am sure the hon. member
will raise that aspect when he speaks to
the Bill. Section 57 is to be amended to
provide that where a child is not main-
tained by the widow, and apparently the
widow takes no interest in its maintenance,
the payments are, through this Bill, en-
abled to be paid to the person who is main-
taining the child.

The Premier: Is not that the same as
child endowment?

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Yes, and I can see
no objection to it. There could he cases
where persons are maintaining children be-
cause of some connection or relationship,
and they could be suffering a disadvantage
over the persons who were recipients of
pensions. In the main, the other amend-
ments are conseguiential upon the principal
ones I have mentioned and, although in
some cases they break new ground, in
general they are in the interests of the
contributors, their dependants, contri-
butors who have retired and surviving de-
pendants. The parent Act took a lot of
preparation and involved much discussion
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before the Government introduced it initi-
ally because there were difficulties asso-
ciated with many funds then in existence
—such as the Police Benefit Fund and
many others. S0, it is a healthy sign to
find that it is possible to broaden certain
principles and make arrangements for
added benefits without added contributions
so early in the life of the fund. Without
delaving its passing, and in spite of not
having much time to delve into it, I sup-
port the Bill.

MRE. STYANTS <(Kalgoorlie) [4.40]:
There -is only one question upon which I
desire some information, and that is the
proposal to amend Section 57 of the prin-
cipal Act. That amendment proposes to
substitute for the words “living with"” the
words “being wholly maintained by.” If
the intention relating to the custodianship
of the child is to he as outlined by the
Leader of the Opposition, I have no objec-
tion whatever to the amendment, because
I realise that in many instances a grand-
parent, sister or brother would take a
child and wholly maintain it to permit a
widowed mother to go to work. In the
circumstances, therefore, it would be quite
right to allow such relative to be the re-
cipient of the beneflts under the scheme.
However, the amendment might have an-
other effect. I want an assurance that
such will not be the case because I con-
sider the words “being wholly maintained
by"” may be construed to mean that, as-
suming the child to be a boy of 15 years
of age, who sells a few newspapers and
earns 30s. or 35s. a week, or an appren-
tice to a trade receiving the proper award
rate, he would then be declared by the
fund to be noi wholly maintained by the
guardian.

If that intention is to be construed into
the clause, I am totally opposed to it. The
few shillings that the child might earn
should have no effect on the amount the
fund is expected to contribute, because the
mother is perhaps having a hard struggle
to rear her children decently. I would,
therefore like the Premier to assure me
that the clause relates only to the custo-
dianship of the child, and will not be con-
strued to mean that it has any reference
to any income which may be earned by
the child and would, perhaps, render him
ineligible for the payment of 7s. 6d. that
is received by the guardian wholly main-
taining the child.

THE FREMIER (Hon, D. R. McLarty—
Murray—in reply) [4.23]1: I know there
has been an extremely short period be-
tween the introduction of the Bill and its
consideration, but even so, judging from
the remarks of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, he seems to have a very good know-
ledge of every clause in the Bill.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I had a lot fo do
with its introduction, you know.
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The PREMIER: Yes. So I think there
is no need for any explanations other than
those I have given when introducing the
Bill. The Public Service Commissioner has
had a great deal to do with the measure,
and he is interested in what the member
for Kalgoorlie has had to say. I can as-
sure him that the fund will not pay any
other party unless it is clear that the
mother is not taking any interest in the
child’s upbringing.

Mr, Styants: It has no reference to any
earnings?

The PREMIER.: No.

Mr. Marshall: While we have the same
provision in the Workers’ Compensation
Act, the Crown Law ruling is that they
cannot pay in full.

The PREMIER: Well, I am assured that
the matters raised by the member for Kal-
goorlie relating fo this clause will have
no effect on the amount that will be
paid for the maintenance of a child.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

‘Mr. Hill in the Chair: the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 10—agreed to.
Clause 11—Section 57 amended:

Mr. STYANTS: I accept the Premier’s
assurance that this amendment to the
principal Act will not have the effect I
am afraid it might have., namely, that it
will refer to any income earned by a child.
I would like an assurance from the Premier
that if such an interpretation, which I
fear, is placed on it and the income earned
by the child is regarded as a disqualifica-
tion against his receiving a pension under
the scheme, he will bring a measure hefore
the House during nexf session to have this
provision amended.

The PREMIER: I think I can safely give
that assurance. In reply to the member
for Kalgoorlie during the second reading,
I said that it was not intended that the
pension would be affected in the cases to
which he referred, nor that a guardian
should be penalised. I do not think there
will be any need for an amendment but,
should necessity arise, I promise the hon.
r&tember that consideration will be given to

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 12 to 15, Title—agreed to.
Bill reporfed without amendment and
the report adopted.
Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.
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BILLS—SEEDS,
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. F. J. S. WISE (Gascoyne) [4.30];
The Bill is designed for a very good pur-
pose and I hope it will have the desired
effect. I should think it would be in the
in_terests of those members in whose dis-
tricts the harvesting of clover and similar
seeds takes place if they realise what is
proposed. It is provided that all seeds
shall be sold in packages, which, of course,
covers & wide variety such as packets,
sacks, hags, parcels and so on. When we
appreciate the practices that are to be
Iollowed in dealing with such matters, this
is certainly desirable in the interests of
those engaged in the sale, in packages or
in bhulk, of seed cultivated in various parts
of the State.

I am just wondering, however, whether
the people in whose interests this legisla-
tion has been advanced have had a look
at it. I do not know if members them-
selves have perused the measure. It is not
every sleepless person like myself who can
sit up reading Bills at all hours, and pos-
sibly some members have not had the op-
portunity to peruse the measure carefully.
It deals with certain stringent provisions
in an attempt to ensure purity in respect
of seeds to be submitted for sale, whole-
sale or retail, and provides for all sorts
of requirements in respect of testing and
so on, and the responsibilites to be
shouldered by the owners of such seeds.

For example, more than half the Bill
deals with sampling, testing, prosecutions
and regulations, all imposing respensibili-
ties that may even amount fo burdens
upon people who sell seeds. It will be
found that in the Bill are provisions for
prosecution, prohibition, powers of in-
spectors, penalties for obstrueting in-
spectors, the right of the Government to
analyse and so on. In faect, matters in
that regard comprise the greater part of
the measure, While I have no objection
to that if the legislation will attain the
desired end, still some of these provisions
may prove decidedly restrictive and irk-
some.

If the inspectorial staff of Government
departments insist on rigid adherence to
the law, that could quite easily be the
position. The member for Avon will have
a number of his electors particularly in-
terested in this legislation and I would
also expect to hear from some members
sitting on the crossbenches regarding the
matter of onus of proof.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: That will have to
come out.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: It is in the Bill.

Mr. J. Hegney: We must hear the
Attorney General on that point.

Hon. P. J. 5. WISE: Members have a
responsibility carefully to scrutinise what
may apparently be a most innocent piece
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of legislation. I am prepared to give. the
Bill a trial in the interests of the objective
the Minister has in mind, which is to
ensure purity respecting the seeds sub-
mitted for sale and that they shall be
according to label.

It is an interesting development that
we can have in a State like, this, where
seeds of various types are produced and
offered for sale, legislation introduced to
cover the industry, and it is more than half
made up with provisions dealing with pos-
sible evasions of the law, which would seem
te anticipate that the law will be difficult
to implement. I leave that phase to those
whose districts are most likely to be af-
fected by this measure, but it is my re-
sponsibility to draw the attention of the
Chamber to those particular provisions.

MR. MANN (Avon Valley) [4.35]1: I am
sorry that the Bill has not been given
greater publicity. We have not had an
opportunity to gain an adequate idea of
its contents. The Minister briefly intro-
duced the legislation. I am all for the
production of pure seeds, but the whole
problem of controlling that activity by
way of legislation is difficult. There are
many provisions in the Bill that require
careful serutiny. I think it should be
further studied, and I would like the Min-
ister to withdraw it for the time heing.
That would enable members carefully to
study the contenis of the measure and get
down 1o a proper basis. Has the FParmers'
Union discussed the Bill? Has anyone dis-
cussed it outside Parliament? Who
prompted its introduction?

Mr. J. Hegney: Why consuit the Farmers’
Union?

Mr. MANN: It is interested in a question
like this. I am quite aware that some
people may be prepared to sell seed that
is not pure, and it is essential that only
pure seed should be allowed to go into new
areas. The introduction of this legislation
has been terribly hasty. So many Bills
are coming down in the last hours of this
Parliament. It is bad to rush legislation
through.

Mr. J. Hegney: There is not much more
time,

Mr. MANN: We can easily sit for an-
other month or come back after Christ-
mas.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr, MANN: This introduction of Bills
of importance at the end of the session is
quite wrong, and it is wrong to rush them
through.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. MANN: We have had plenty of time
since the commencement of the session to
deal with Bills of this nature. Often we
have adjourned the sitting at an early hour
when we could have sat on and given con-
sideration to various measures. We are



2396

expected to accept Bills brought here at
the eleventh hour and to swallow them
holus bolus on the basis of what the Min-
ister says someone else has reported. I
do not desire to oppose the Bill. I am
certainly in.favour of requiring pure seeds
to be sold, but there appears to be some
dreadfully restrictive provisions in the Bill.
To police the legislation will be hard. The
Minister would be well advised to reconsider
the whole matter unless he can, when
replying to the debate, explain why -it
should be passed at this stage. It is cer-
tainly hasty legisiation. Bills that are
rushed through do not receive the proper
consideration of Parliament.

On the question of clean seeds, I believe it
is essential to prevent the spread of noxious
weeds in new areas. Already Government
inspectors have full power in that respect.
I have known of a property of 200 acres
under clover seed waiting for inspection
by a Governmenf officer to approve of
the seed as up to the required standard of
purity for sale, and because the inspector
found one cape tulip plant on the property
he would not certify the seed.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Did you say one
plant?

Mr. MANN: Yes, the inspector was right
because from one such plant noxious weeds
could be spread throughout clean areas.
I emphasise the point that the Bill has been
brought down hastily and as it concerns
my electors to a very great degree it should
receive proper consideration. It affects the
constituencies of members representing
areas in the South-West where clover seed
is produced. If the Minister will give an
assurance that the provisions of the Bill
will be applied in a sensible manner, it
will be all right. It is in the interests of
people who are harvesting clover seed, and
when inspectors go on tc the properties for
the purpose of seed certification they re-
quire 90 odd ner cent. pure seed before
they will consider granting a certificate.

Seed that is not clean and still has the
cover on—that includes small seed as well—
is sold privately. No seed is certified unless
it is perfectly clean and polished. The
residue, which contains the bacteria that
helps the earlier growth of clover, is not
sold except by the farmer. One farmer
can sell to another any seed he likes, but
the merchant cannot. The purpose of the
Bill apparently is to provide that no farmer
can sell seed to his nelghbour unless that
seed has been certifled. That may be all
right, but in my area it is hard to keep
land clear of noxious weeds. If the Min-
ister can give an assurance that these pro-
visions will be observed with commonsense,
and that the Act will be administered on
sensible lines, it will be all right.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. L.
Thorn—Toodyay—in reply} [441]1: The
Bill is not so difficult as the Leader of
the Opposition made it out to be. The
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hon, member referred to packages. There
is a great variety of packages in which
seed may be packed and in the past it
has always been placed in some sort of
container for marketing. The idea of de-
seribing the packages is to ensure that
seed will be in a container and properly
labelled as certified seed. A Bill of this
description is of great value to the man
on the land, because it is most important
that the individual who is sowing the seed
should have a puaranteed seed and the
men harvesting seed for sale should be
made to have it certified and marketed
in a proper manner. Members will realise
how serious it is for a farmer to go to
the expense of preparing an area of land
and ploughing it and fertilising it and
then, when the seed reaches the stage of
germination, discovering that that germ-
ination is very poor. He loses the result
of all his work, and that is what we want
to avoid.

Mr. Mann: That is provided for in the
Act now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The old
Act is being cancelled. This i1s a com-
pletely new measure. I have with me the
Agricultural Seeds Act, No. 21 of 1923.
That is being repealed and this is the new
one. I would inform the hon. member
that I had a very sad experience that
caused me quite a lot of trouble. I in-
dented thousands of bushels of lupins from
New Zealand. The germination from that
seed was extremely poor. Ever since then
I have been getting lupin seed through
Yates—eertified seed—and I can assure
members that 1f pays. This Bill repeals
the old Act. It contains. quite a number
of the provisions of that Act and to some
extent it tightens up the sale of seeds. I
suggest to the hon. member and to the
Chamber as a whole that it is more im-
portant that the man who is going to
sow seed should have a product that is
guaranteed by certification than it is to
worry about the man who is harvesting
seed for sale. The latter must be brought
into line and we must be in a position to
know that we are obtaining certified seed
that will germinate.

Mr. Marshall: I often wonder how our
forefathers ever lived without all these
restrictions.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Qur fore-
fathers had their troubles too.

di(liv'rr. Marshsall: Admittedly your parents

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Afier all.
this was a very young State in the days
to which the hon. member refers, and we
did not have the noxious weeds and other
troubles that we have today. The hon.
member will realise thaf, as we proceed
further, troubles will beset the agricul-
tural industries. For the last few years
we have been worried with many insect
pests which have destroyved crops—pests
that we have never heard of before. We
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will always be faced with trouble, and it
is most essential that we should keep up
with the times and produce legislation
that will give protection to agriculturalists.

Mr. Hearman: Do seed potatoes come
under this measure?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Bill
refers to all seeds.

Mr. Hearman: So no potato seed will be
sold that has not heen certified?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It will
have to be inspected to see that it is free
of noxious weeds and labelled accordingly.

Mr. Hearman: At present the certifica-
tion of potato seed is something different.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I could
not say. I have not a knowledge of the
matter. If the hon. member fears any-
thing, he can bring the matter up in
Committee.

Question put and passed.
Bill read & second time.

n Commitiee,

Mr. Hill in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 to 4—agreed to.
Clause 5—Definitions:

Mr. HEARMAN: 1 would like an assur-
ance from the Minister in connection
with potato seed. At present there are in
usage amongst potato growers the expres-
sions “certified seed” and ‘uncertified
seed.” Certified seed is that which has
been inspected by departmental inspec-
tors and considered to be sufficiently free
from potato diseases to warrant a certifl-
cate. Generally it means that the crop
has been inspected three times during the
growing period. The grower may have
taken certain steps to eradicate diseases
during the growing period, and certified
seed is worth rather more than uncerti-
fied seed. I suppose a great deal of the
seed planted every year in the potato
growing areas is not certified seed within
the meaning of the definition I have
given: and under this measure it seems
to me that potatoes would be included in
the word “seed.” That would mean that
nobody could sell potatoes that were not
inspected.

If the provision is agreed to as it stands
it may embarrass the potato growing in-
dustry. If the definition of “seed” in the
Bill were agreed to the measure would re-
quire a great deal of policing as regards
the potato growing industry. I would like
the assurance of the Minister that the de-
finition of “seed” will not interfere with
the present practice of growers in handling
seed potatoes.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
think the growers will be embarrassed in
that regard. All prescribed seeds will be
subject to inspection and I think the pres-
ent method of inspection of potatces is
satisfactory. The hon. member mentioned
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that two or three inspections may be made
of the foliage during the growing period,
The measure will give the inspector power
to inspect the seed—at any time—which a
grower is offering for sale. That will be
in the interests of the grower.

Mr. Hearman: What about the person
who has not got certifled seed?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I take it
that following one of the inspections the
seed would be certified.

Mr. Hearman: Even if it is not certified

there is nothing to prevent the grower
selling it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I take it
the Bill will prevent that.

Mr. Hearman: I would say that more
than half the seed at present planted is not
certified and is mot up to the standard
that would allow it to be certified.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
hon. member will agree, the Bill can pass
through this Committee and inquiries can
be made in the meantime.

Mr. Hearman: I will agree to that.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister could
have allayed the fears of the member for
Blackwood by pointing out that the legisla-
tion does not provide that potatoes shall
come under it. Clause 6 of the Bill states
that the Act shall apply to such seeds as
are prescribed. The principle of the
measure is to improve, in the interests of
those who buy seed and of those who sell
it, the practice under which seeds are
bought and seld. inasmuch as there will
be a guarantee as to quality and reliability.
The Bill arises from a decision of the Agri-
cultural Council to improve the quality of
seed sold and thereby ensure better value
for the money expended on seed. It has
been quite common, on buying 100 lb. of
seed, to find perhaps half of it rubbish.

The Minister for Lands: I mentioned the
1,000 bushels of lupin seed which I bought
at 30s. a bushel.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If we can devise a
scheme which will ensure that all seeds are
true to sample and of a quality that will
give good germination we will render excel-
lent service to all concerned. If any in-
justice is discovered under the operation of
the legislation representations will he able
to be made to the department in order to
remedy the fault. This measure is long
overdue and, to make it effective, similar
legislation in all the States is necessary. It
is hoped that eventually it will be possible
to rely absolutely on a certification of seed
given by the Department of Agriculiure of
any State in the Commonwesalth, When
that can be done buyers will be more con-
fident in expending their money on seed
than they can be under existing circum-
stances.

Mr., OWEN: The definition of “seed”
shows the word to mean any part of a
plant in which it Is reproduced sexually,
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So-called potate seed is reproduced vegi-
tatively. It is only whenh persons are en-
deavouring to produce new types of
potatoes that they are grown from true
seed, and therefore what is generally
known as potato seed will not come within
the legislation.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 6 to 18-—agreed to.

Clause 19—Report of analysis prima
iat;ie evidence in proceedings under this
ct:

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I would like the
Minister to explain the meaning of the
words “prima facie” in the fifth line.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
meaning of the words “prima facie” was
quite clearly explained last evening on
another Bill by the Attorney General. It
means—

The Minister for Works: Overlapping
of the debate.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: —that
& proven case has to be made out.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: It means that it
has already been made and has to be
disproved.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. A
case has {0 be made out that such and
such is conclusive evidence. This provision
allows the person charged to defend him-
self and the case has to be proved against
him hefore any proceedings can be taken.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I do not think
that is what it means at all. To test the
feeling of the Committee, I move an
amendment—

That in line 5 of Subclause (1) the
words “shall be prima facie evidence
of the identity of the seed” bhe struck
out.

If some of the legal fraternity on the other
side of the House rise to their feet they
might be able to make out a better case
than the Minister.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
trust the Committee will not agree to the
amendment. The words “prima facie”
can best be defined, in ordinary language,
as meaning “at first sight” or, “on the
face of it.” So if the statement given by
the officer who analyses the seeds is, “on
the face of it” or "at first sight” proof
that the seeds are not according to the
standard required, it leaves the defend-
ant fully at liberty to prove the contrary
and requires, if he does rebut the evidence,
that the complainant proves the evidence
he has presented in rebuttal and that the
prims facie contention ijs not correct.
Therefore, the only thing that it does is
to ohviate the necessity of going through
the whole of the analytical proceedings
in the court unless the defendant is in the
position to show that the certificate is,
on the face of it, incorrect. It is a reason-
able and just way to handle a case of such

[ASSEMBLY.}

a nature because it does not prevent the
defendant from presenting the fullest
evidence that the certificate is prima facie
out of order, and then there is the onus
on the complainant of proving that the
evidence is wrong.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 20 and 21—agreed to.

Clause 22—Evidence of person being a
seed analyst or inspector:

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: There is no doubt
as to what this clause means. I do pot
want the defendant to be forced to prove
the contrary. This provision of proving
to the contrary is creepiing into every
Bill that has been introduced lately. I
move an amendment—

That in line 5, after the word “Act,”
the words *“shall be deemed sufficient
unless the defendant proves the con-
trary” be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I suggest to the
Minister that he will have to report pro-
gress now and fix his Bill up because
something has been done which, I feel
sure, he does not want done. The strik-
ing out of these words renders the clause
completely ineffective, incomplete and
meaningless. Under those circumstances,
is the Minister satisfied for the whole
clause to go out? If he is, it is quife all
right, but I would like to know if he is
s0 satisfied,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I sug-
gest that T leave the Bill as it is and I will
have the matter examined with the object
of a provision being inserted by another
place.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 23 to 26, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment and
the report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill'read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL—PERTH TOWN HALL.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. L.
Thorn—Toodyay) [5.12] in moving the
second reading said: The Bill deals with a
new town hall site and undoubtedly it will
be extremely interesting to many members
in this Chamber because over many years
this question has been discussed by inter-
ested bodies and at least it now appears
that we have been able to arrive at an
agreement with a view to reaching some
finality in the matter., During the last
half century, many proposals have been
made in regard to a site for a new town
hall. One of them made in 1806 reached
the stage of being introduced in a Bill
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to this House and passed, but it failed to
pass through another place. Shortly
afterwards a proposal was considered for
the use of portion of Stirling Square for
the town hall, but nothing came of it.
Other proposals were made in the years
intervening bhetween 1908 and 1922, but
none of them reached fruition.

In 1933 suggestions were made by the
City Council for the use of portion of Gov-
ernment House grounds; portion of the
Esplanade and Supreme Court Gardens,
or for a site on the Esplanade between
William and Barrack-streets, bui these
proposals did not result in any agreement.
A subsequent suggestion in that year for
the use of portion of Stirling Square was
rejected by the Government at that time.
In 1945 a joint committee' was set up, con-
sisting of senior Government officers and
representatives of the Perth City Council.
This commitiee gave consideration to 2%
proposed sites. The second choice of the
majority of the committee was what is
known as the Stirling Gardens on a site
situated approximately where the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the temporary
bulldings of the Australian Broadcasting
Commission are located.

This committee presented its report on
the 30th July, 1946, and some time after
the present Government took office in 1947
the City Council was approached with a
proposal for the exchange of an area in
Wellington and Lord-streets, where the
municipal depot is situated, for the Stirling
Square site, This proposal was not accept-
able to the City Council at that time. Sub-
sequently, a sub-committee of Cabinet
negotiated with a committee appointed by
the Perth City Council with a view to
reaching an agreement. The joint com-
mittee made recommendations which were
finally agreed to by the Government and
the Perth City Council, subject to par-
liamentary approval. The recommenda-
tions agreed to were:—

The Government to grant the coun-
cil a title in fee simple of an area of
land for a new city hall, forming por-
tion of the Stirling Gardens site with
a frontage of approximately 212 feet
to St. George's terrace by a depth of
approximately 415 feet., The balance
of the Stirling Gardens area to he
vested in the council in perpetulty as a
reserve for beautification and recrea-
tion, the maintenance of gardens to
be the major item of beautification;
agreement to be reached between the
council and the Government as to the
retention of suitable space between
the existing Supreme Court buildings
and the proposed council buildings.

For the information of members, there
are two plans on the walls of the Chamber
which set out the agreement between the
two parts.
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The Government to agree to the
widening proposals of St. George's ter-
race and Barrack-street by approxi-
mately 20 feet; the council to agree to
transfer to the Government its land
at Wellington and Lord-streets, of
approximately 54 acres, with a front-
age of nearly 300 feet to Wellington-
street opposite the Royal Perth Hos-
pital.

Mr. Graham: Does that include the
hotel?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, the
plans will show that. This land is required
by the State in connection with the expan-
sion of the hospital and is to be trans-
ferred to the Crown in exchange for the
land granted to the council for the City
Hall, nothing heing pald in connection
with the exchange but subject to the right
of the council to remove its improvements
on the land in Wellington and Lord-streets,
which may be required in connection with

. the establishment of & new municipal

depot. The recommendations continue—

The council to agree to the buildings
occupied by the Department of Agri-
culture and by the Australian Broad-
casting Commission remaining on the
Stirling Square site for such period as
may be agreed upon, free of rental to
the Crown; the State to agree to the
council remaining on its depot land
in Wellington and Lord-streets, free of
rental, until such time as the new
municipal depot shall have been estab-
lished by the council; the Government
to make available, free of charge to
the ecouncll, a strip of Crown land
along the northern side of Wellington-
street, forming part of the land held
and used for railway purposes as soon
as the Railways Commission has com-
pleted remodelling of the railway
goods yard; this land to be used for
the purpose of widening Wellington-
street by 24 feet, the cost of the work
to be borne by the City Council,

This Bill, if passed, will bring to a conclu-
slon negotiations which have been carried
on over a very long period, and I com-
mend the proposed agreement to the House
for approval. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

As to Papers.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: I would like your
guidance, Mr. Speaker, before I move the
adjournment of the debate. I think this
Bill' cannot properly be debated until all
members have a knowledge and backeground
far greater than that given by the Minis-
ter. I would ask that all papers dealing
with this matter from 19840 onwards be
tabled, including the report of the special
committee appointed by me.
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Mr. Speaker: The Leader of the Oppo-
gition asks if the papers can be tabled?

Hon. P. J. S. Wise: Yes.

The Minister for Lands: I take it that
the Leader of the Opposition would like
all papers dealing with the negotiations
since 1940 onwards to he tabled,

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Thank you.

The Minister for Lands: I can see no
objection to that, and 1 will have them
available as soon as I ecan.

Debate Resumed.

On motion by Hon. F. J. S. Wise, debate
adjourned.

BILL—WELSHFOOL-BASSENDEAN
RAILWAY,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.|

MR. BRADY (Guildford - Midland)
£5.201: In speaking to the second reading
of the Bill, I want to say that I feel it
is being unduly rushed. It would have
been much betfer had the Government
held the Bill over until next year instead
of bringing it down at this stage of the
session and expecting members to vote In-
telligently on it, or appreciate the signi-
ficance of this vast move. It is a project
involving half a million pounds, and I
believe that some of the road hoards have
not yet any official intimation as to what
it entails, I know the Bassendean Road
Board heard a rumour in the middle of
November, and when fhey made an in-
quiry, they were told it was more or less
secret and confidential, that they should
not have the information, and should keep
it to themselves. 1 venture to say that
there are some residents who do not know
that this land is being resumed, and are
likely to lose their houses in two years.
The road boards have not had time to dis-
cuss this matter and I think businessmen
and others likely to be affected should have
been given time to consider it.

I was very annoyed last night when the
Minister mentioned that a committee had
been considering the matter. There are
three prominent officers, including the
Lord Mayor of Perth himself, on this com-
mittee, and it would appear that their
main objective is to help the City of Perth
to get over some of its traffic problems
and to help solve some of the goods-shed
problems in West Perth. It seems to me,
however, that the interests of working-
class people have not been considered at
all. I want to enter an emphatic protest
that there was not a representative of my
electorate of Guildford-Midland, or of the
local governing bodies, on the committee.
There have been rumours that something
was in the air, and any argument by the
Rallway Department or any other depart-
ment that they were to keep it secret does
not carry any weight at all. I think it
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would have been better if the local gov-
erning bodies had been asked to sit on the
committee and put forward their views
for consideration.

I would like to know the position in re-
gard to the 60 per cent. traffic from the
South-West line coming through Perth on
to the Great Eastern line. I cannot see
how that is possible, but it may be so, and
if it is I am not opposed to the idea of
having another line coming from the
South-West and connecting with Bassen-
dean. I think, however, that a proposi-
tion should have been put up which would
have obviated the 60 or 70 people in Bass-
endean losing their homes as they will do
under the present scheme. About half-a-
dozen houses, built about three years ago
at a cost of anything from £1,500 to £2,000,
are going to be scrapped to bring in this
new railway, With the acute housing
shortage we have today, it is not necessary
that this Bill should have been dealt with
this session at all. I think a Select Com-
mittee should be appointed to go into the
r?gxﬂﬁftations of this scheme and to con-
sider it.

Having regard to the remarks of the
Minister last night, I am not satisfied that
there is any necessity for any traffic to
go through the City of Perth at all. 1
think it could be by-passed and that the
traffic could go through Cottesloe to Fre-
mantle, and possibly from Welshpool
through Victoria Park to Fremantle. If
a Select Committee were appointed, it could
go into these details. Possibly the line
could bhe terminated at Guildford, Midland
or Bassendean. The Railway Department,
by means of its buses, could handle pas-
sengers coming from the country, and by
this means could alsc handle its own pas-
sengers. ASs I said before, traffic could
he by-passed so far as Perth is concerned,
possibly through Welshpool and Victoria
Park. Y helieve in years gome by these
possibilities were considered, and I think
it was an impossible proposition to intro-
duce the Bil] last night and expect me, as
member for the district, and also the gen-
eral public, to grasp the significance of
this move.

Assuming that the Government has
made up its mind that the project is going
through, whether or not there is any ob-
jection to it, I would like, as far as the
people of Bassendean are concerned, to see
it brought through Belmont Park, Whatley
station and in front of Crescos, and thence
to the final terminus instead of the route
at present proposed, through what we
might call the back of Bassendean and
along the river foreshore. That would
mean that., instead of having to abolish
the 15 houses, as under the present scheme,
no houses at all would have to be abolished.
By doing that it may be possible to take
in a project considered for many years,
and put forward by the Bayswater Road
Board, of having something in the nature
of an overhead bridge somewhere near
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Whatley Park. The road should be
straightened out in that area so that the
trafic would not have to go over that part
which is now at the southern end of
Cresco's factory.

Under the proposition I am putting up
the line could go in at the top end of
Cuming Smiths and Hadfields, and if it
is accepted, I believe anything up to a
mile-and-a-half to two miles would be
saved; 15 new homes would not have to
be pulled down; and certain other trans-
port difficulties in connection with roads
might be solved in that area. I hope the
Minister will endeavour to have that alter-
native route considered. Apart from the
question of saving these homes from being
demolished, my proposition would prevent
the river foreshore being speoilt. It might
also make it possible to have the road
traffic carried through Bayswater conveyed
over the proposed new route which could
pass over a subway or, alternatively, the
road could be run over a bridge across the
rallway in that area.

In considering the plans for this project
which was explained by the Minister, I
cannot help noticing, and it seems rather
significant, that whilst the workers’ homes
have t0 be demolished, not one factory, as
far as I can see, will be affected by the
proposal. It would appear that the civil
engineers who considered this projected
railway went out of their way to avoid
demolishing factories, whether large or
small. They have given very little regard
however, to the homes of the working
people. I mention that because it seems
we are getting to the stage already reached
in America many years ago, where indus-
try, profits and capital must be considered
to the exclusion of the welfare of the
people and of their future.

I want to register a very strong protest
that these factories should he aveided and
workers' homes abolished. The reason for
this is, I presume, to permit industry to
expand. We might well consider the ad-
visability of pushing out some of the in-
dustries into more distant parts of the
metropolitan area rather than interfere
with the homes of people. I estimate that
not fewer than 100 to 150 people will be
directly aflected if this project is carried
out, Approximately 100 will lose their
homes and another 50 will be affected by
the noises from trains and the risk of
damage from fire, elc., caused by the trains
running past their homes. This will lead
to a depreciation in the value of hundreds
of workers’ homes in the Bassendean-
Bayswater area.

It is not necessary that this project should
be gone on with as regards bringing the
line out directly opposite Hadfields, cut-
ting through Geraldine-street along Eileen,
Kathleen and Hardey-streets to the river.
Requirements could be met by adopting
another route, namely, cuiting through
from Whatley Park, in front of the Cresco
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Works and along the main line up to Cum-

ing Smith's and between that and Had-

gelds. as shown in the plan before the
ouse,

I greatly regret that the local authorities
were not taken into the confidence of the
committee because they could have been
of assistance to it, and probably could have
been the means of saving a considerable
proportion of the expense that has been
entailed in drawing up plans and estimates,
taking aerial photographs and carrying out
all the preliminaries necessary {o such a
work. No doubt the members of the com-
mittee were men of high qualifications, but
I cannot help thinking that, when fram-
ing their recommendation, they had upper-
most in their minds the idea of relieving
the traffic congestion in Perth, particularly
in Roe and Wellington-streets, and also re-
lieving the pressure on the goods sheds at
West Perth. I am not sure that this is
not another aspeet to which consideration
should be given.

If commereial and industrial people wish
to build their premises on the other side
of the Beaufort-street bridge, they must
expect to put up with traffic congestion.
All of them seem to desire to keep their
premises within a mile square of the Perth
railway station and the General Post
Office. If the Government favours decen-
tralisation, as we are led to believe it does
from the propaganda that has been issued
from time to time, it should discourage
these people from building their commer-
cial and industrial enterprises adjacent to
the Perth railway station. They should be
told to get out behind Morley Park, Bas-
sendean, Welshpool and Belmont, into
outlying areas that have nhot been devel-
oped. The Government, by endeavouring
to relieve the pressure on the goods sheds
at West Perth, only encourages these
people to concentrate their activities within
a mile of the Perth railway station.

I am not satisfied that it will be in the
best interests of pedestrians to widen
Wellington-street and Roe-street. At pres-
ent traffic has to keep down to about 15
miles an hour in order to reach its destin-
ation in safety, but if those streets are
widened, speeding up will ensue, just as
happens in other parts of the city at pres-
ent, and pedestrians will be exposed to
pgreater risks than they are now.

Mr. Griffith: What about the Safety
Council ?

Mr. BRADY: The Safety Council had no
representation on the committee and it
should have been represented. That is one
of my criticisms of the committee. Repre-
sentatives of the Safety Counecil, Public
Works Department, Main Roads Depart-
ment and local authorities should have
beerll given an opportunity to explain their
angle,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: There are only two
fiortds of pedestrians—the quick and the
ead.
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Mr. BRADY: Apparently the City Council
intends to pass the buck to the Perth Road
Board, the Bayswater Road Board and the
Bassendean Road Board by diverting all
the heasvy traffic to those districts, and
those local authorities are already hard-
pressed financially and will not be able to
hear the additional burden. All the disa-
bilities arising from heavy traffic passing
over roads will be transferred from the
City of Perth to those local authorities.

The more I consider the matter, the firm-
er I become in the belief that it should
be referred to a Select Committee for
further investigation. I believe the Bill will
be tackling the problem in only a piece-
meal fashion, whereas we should have a
plan envisaging traffic requirements in all
respects for 50 years ahead. This project,
as I have pointed out, will deal with only
one aspect. I am not at all opposed to
the construction of the line if it is proved
to be necessary to by-pass the traffic com-
ing from the South-West to the other line.
If it is necessary, let us go on with its
construction, but we should consider the
other aspects involved and also whether it
would be advisable to continue to bring
passenger trains from the country into
Perth.

I devoted the whole of this morning be-
tween Bassendean and Bayswater in an
attempt fo gain some information that
would enable me to protect the interests of
the local authorities and the people likely
to be affected. I found that the existing
main line from Bassendean to Perth,
allowing for a 10ft. strip on either side,
occupies a space of about 30ft.; that is
to say, the two lines plus the 10ft. clear-
ance on either side oeccupy 30ft. I under-
stand that with a line of 3ft. 6in. gauge,
a clearance of 3ft. 6in. or 4ft. 6in. is recog-
nised as being sufficient. In addition to
the 30ft. of space I have mentioned, there
is an additional 30ft. on either side so
that approximately 100ft. of space is re-
served for the main line.

I mention this in support of my pro-
position that the line should be taken from
Whatley Siding near Bayswatler, across
to Creseo’s and along one of those 30fi.
strips either north or south of the present
line, and it could then pass the Cresco
Works, the new machinery shed belonging
to Westralian Farmers Ltd. and Hoskins’
proposed new foundry and behind Cuming
Smith's works. I meniion this to show
the Minister that, as a layman, I believe
there are possibilities of constructing the
line along that route. I hope that this
point will not be overlooked when the
matter receives further consideration.

I should like to move at a later stage for
the appointment of a Select Commitiee in
order that the project may be examined
more fully. Such an inquiry would enable
the local authorities and people likely to
be affected to glve the matter proper con-
sideration. I bhelieve there are 50 or 60
people who will be affected end who will
not realise the significance of this move
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until they read the newspaper report, and
brobably some of them will not appreciate
its significance even then, because I am of
opinion that the story given to the House
does not constitute the whole story.
Doubtless the Minister has told the story
so far as he knows it, but the location of
the marshalling yards on the north side of
Bassendean will mean that the line will
leave the Bassendean station at right
angles and thus leave the present main
line entirely. Thus many business prem-
ises will be affected as a result of the line
taking a different route into Perth.

The matter is too important to be rushed
through at this late stage of the session,
and I hope that I shall receive some sup-
port if I decide to move to refer the Bill
to a Select Committee. I have made these
remarks because I feel upset at the know-
ledge that the local people have not been
given an opportunity to discuss the pro-
ject, and I trust that the Minister will not
endeavour to get the Bill through before
the local authorities have been afforded
an opportunity to state their views.

MR, J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [5.431:
I join with the member for Guildford-
Midland in entering an emphatic protest
against the Government’s action in sub-
mitting a Bill of such importance in the
dying hours of the session. There has
not been sufficient time to inform our-
selves as to the merits and demerits of
the proposal. I also protest against the
action of the Government in consulting all
the authorities concerned, except those
through whose districts the railway will
run or in whose districts the marshalling
yards will be placed. The local authorities
have been entirely ignored.

The Bayswater Road Board, which will
lose a substantial portion of its territory
if the project is carried out, knew nothing
about it until this morning when I con-
tacted its members about 11 o'clock and
brought the proposal to their notice. Now
they are keenly interested, and are very
apprehensive of the effect that the project
will have on their district.

Undoubtedly there is a congestion of
goods i{raffic in Perth, and it is under-
standable that the authorities should be
anxious to by-pass the city with a lot of
traffic, if that is at all possible. The block
on which my parents reside and where I
lived as a lad was to be resumed for the
purposes of a railway to be constructed
south of the river. From time to time
the question of building a line south of
the river has been considered. It was dis-
cussed by the Town Planning Commis-
sioner, who submitted a report before 1930,
but nothing definite was done. Doubtless
the Minister gave the House all the in-
formation that had been supplied to him,
but we have bheen given no indieation
whether this project will dovetall in with
a scheme to divert the route of the line
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to Fremantle to the south side of the river,
which has been mentioned for a long time,
for the purpose of diverting traffic from
the city. The Minister said that if the
proposition were agreed to, 60 per cent. of
the traffic would by-pass the city.

The Minister for Education: No, I did
not. I said that 60 per cent. of the trafiic
on the South-West line would be re-routed
to the eastern line.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The case then is not
so substantial because this will not relieve
the traffic to or from Fremantle. The cart-
age of super. from the port will continue
and wheat from the wheatbelt areas to the
bulkhandling installations at the port will
still have to pass through the city. Whilst
some relief may result from the proposition,
a large amount of traffic will not by-pass
the city.

As far as the timber industry is con-
cerned, most timber merchants who fabri-
cate timber are located in the city itself.
Bunnings, Millars and Whittakers are on
the western side of the city of Perth, and
although the State Sawmills have a yard
at Carlisle, they also have another at Mt.
Hawthorn. Therefore the haulage of tim-
ber will still go through the city, and the
proposal will not bring any relief. If the
machinery measure—the Bassendean Mar-
shalling Yards Bill—is carried, it will mean
the excision of a good portion of land in
the Bayswater territory. It will also affect
many workers who have permits to build,
and others who are in the course of erect-
ing homes, and still others who have re-
cently built homes, because they will have
to move.

The worst feature is what happens when
Governments—Commonwealth or State—
make resumptions. The Commonwealth
Department of Works and Housing resumed
an area at Redcliffe during the war for
the purpose of an airport. The compensa-
tion paid in respect of many houses there
was quite inadequate compared to the dis-
abilities with which the people had to con-
tend. Some cccupants of houses were told
they had to go, and yet the houses re-
mained. I know of one man who returned
from the Middle East, and he had a wife
and six children. He was absent without
leave for some weeks because his wife and
family who were under an eviction order
had to get out of their home. The house,
however, was not demolished but was sub-
sequently let to an Italian family. The
woman who was evicted has never for-
given the depariment for that. Other
houses have not been demolished although
they are inside the airport area. No
doubt the Minister has made provision
for compensation beyond what is provided
under the Public Works Act but even so,
because of the existing housing condi-
tions, I have no doubt that many people
will not be able to establish themselves
the same as they are today. Unless the
Government places them in houses I have
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no doubt that many of them will suffer
considerably. About 35 houses will be re-
sumed at the western end of Bayswater,
nearest Perth.

When the Bill was Introduced Ilast.
night at about 12.30 a.m., I examined the
plan, and subsequently contacted {he
local authorities, and they have since
been active in the matter. They have
had an interview with the Minister for
Railways and Transport, and he sug-
gested they see the civil engineer, which
they did, but they got no satisfaction
from him. It is disturbing to them be-
cause they knew nothing about the pro-
posal. The chairman of the Bayswater
Road Board was told by the civil engineer
that the department was only sorry he-
cause it could not go ten chains further
towards Perth. Whilst it is submitted
that what is proposed in the Bill will deal
with the problem for the next 50 years,
if the civil engineer wants now to go ten
chains nearer to Perth, then the time
may not be far distant when cash will be
paid out for further resumptions on the
w;esttgem side of the Bayswater railway
station.

In addition to local authorities, there
are many people interested. I doubt
whether half the members in this Cham-
ber have read the speech of the Minister
who introduced the Bill. Of course, they
could not do so unless they had a proof
of it. Very few members heard him as
he was falking to a lean Chamber be-
cause the hour was late and the sitting
long. I doubt whether 50 per cent. of
the members know the substance of the
matter with which we are dealing. The
measure is important because of the
amount of money to be expended under
it, and because of the number of beople
who will be disturbed. Certain local
authorities should have been consulited
and their advice sought. To expect the
Bill to be passed within 24 hours is alto-
gether too much.

The member for Guildford-Midland
suggested that the matter be referred to a
Select Committee. That is a good sug-
gestion. All the ramifications could be
considered. Further north of the area
outlined in the plan, there are hundreds
of thousands of acres practically not be-
ing used at all. Even though it might
mean that the line would go a mile
further in, if some of that country were
used we would have a larger area to draw
on compared with the ‘present proposi-
tion. In view of the fact that the pre-
sent area may not be long enough, a
Select Committee, if it were appointed,
could consider that aspect. No doubt
when the Minister speaks in reply he will
point out that it was a comprehensive
committee with expert knowiledge that
made the recommendations, but even ex-
pert knowledge is not always right.
Those administering the railways seek to
economise in their operations, but the
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convenience of residents of long standing
must be considered. In the main, where
it is possible to preserve the rights of the
individual, it should be done.

This scheme will deface the district of
Belmont. At least half a dozen road
hridges will have to be constructed, and
there will be many crossings. The Bel-
mont Park Road Board, which has a
limited revenue, is apprehensive that its
road system, built at considerable cost,
will suffer, and that the Railway Depart-
ment will not effeci necessary repairs.
The line will cross the Great Eastern-
highway, where it will have a had effect.
The Minister said last night that to
establish the marshalling yards at the
eastern end of Midland Junction would
cost approximately £900,000 and the
operation costs, when the yards were
established, would be £50,000 odd per
annum. That scheme was ruled out be-
cause the proposition now before us was
more economical.

Reference was made by the member for
Guildford-Midland to the line traversing
Hardy-road. I remember some years ago
putting up a proposition to the then
Minister for Works, and the late Com-
missioner of Main Roads, to build a road
right through. I understand the Housing
Commission holds a good deal of land
there for the purpose of building workers’
homes, and I believe that recently it re-
sumed a considerable area. The proposed
line will run along the river through a
beautiful residential area. The railway
will have a detrimental effect there un-
less the existing track is used as a
double line. Before 9 o’clock this morn-
ing I received a telephone call from a
person who was keen on hy-pass roads,
and such things, and he pointed out to
me that the Government would be wast-
ing money by running a line almost
parallel with the existing railway for a
couple of miles; and that the existing
line could be used. No adequate reasons
have heen given to show why that line
cannot be used.

The Minister for Education: Is that the
Perth racecourse line?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: No, the existing north-
eastern line. I am told that not all the
information has been made available to
us. I understand, from speaking with
the engineer, that the existing north-
eastern line will be displaced by the line
going through fhe marshalling yards at
the back of Cresco’s. That line will not
function, and instead of the main line
coming from Perth, it will run through
the marshalling yards and so be removed
from its existing location. That is the
information given to the representatives
of the Bayswater Road Board this after-
noon.

Mr. Marshall: How are they going to
connect up with Bassendean?

{ASBEMBLY.]

Mr. J. HEGNEY: This chord line, re-
ferred to by the Minister, will come in
just before the Bayswater Station, near
Cuming Smiths. The second main railway
line will come through Bayswater and then
divert a little to the north-east, go through
the marshalling yards and come into Bas-
sendean Station that way. That infor-
mation has not been supplied to us, but
the members of the Bayswater Road Board
are particularly concerned about the exci-
sion of portion of their residential area. It
will have a deleterious effect on that par-
ticular district because the township, shop-
ping centre and residential area is hilly
country and from an ascetic point of view
it will be destroyed if people have to look
at marshalling yards.

If the matter were submitted to the road
board for it to put up a proposition to the
Minister, and in turn to the Civil Engineer,
an alternative site could he suggested
which would not destroy the beauty of the
town. The Minister may not know the
geographical features of this area but the
suggested site is near Beechboro-road.
People would not want to build anywhere
near marshalling yards while the residents
who are already there will have to put
up with the noises of shunting and so on
which are connected with such yards.
Therefore, in all the circumstances, I sug-
gest that the Bill should be referred to a
Select Committee.

This question has been delayed for 50
years now and one more year will not
make much difference. It will be all the
better if we can get the right site and,
if a Select Committee Is appointed, we will
be able fo obtain co-operation from all the
parties concerned. It will also give people
in the district an opperiunity to submit
their points of view and we could have
information from the department as to
what is intended in the future in regard
t? a, railway line on the south side of the
river.

Mr. Marshall: How does this affect the
Belmont Park Road Board?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: It bisects the Great
Eastern Highway coming from Leake-
street and intersects the hichway at a point
in Aurum-street, continues almost diagon-
ally across Belmont, over Fulham-street
and almost directly on to the Welshpool
crossing. So, it runs practically diagonally
across Belmont from the Ascot Hotel.

Mr. Marshall: Does it not join up with
the Belmont line?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Yes, where it comes in
just near Bayswater. The proposition is
for the line to come from Hardy-road in
Bassendean., There Is a proposed bridge
across the railway line and the line then
turns in an easterly direction and cuts
almost diagonally across Belmont until it
gets on to the eastern side of Oats-street.
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The area around this street has been de-
veloping in recent years. The line continues
on until it reaches the Welshpool crossing.

Mr. Styants: How many level crossings
do you think they will need?

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I have not had time
to examine the position, but over the main
highway, and the main roads such as Bel-
mont Avenue, it is proposed to build road
bridges. Why not take the train over the
bridees and leave the roads as they are?
I make that as a suggestion although I am
not an expert on that aspect of the ques-
tion. But, the proposal will deface the
Belmont district. We have often heard
requests about a line on the south side
of the river. It has been suggested that
a line should come in from Greenmount,
before it reaches Midland Junction, and
that it should then be taken through on
the south side of the river to Fremantle.

Mr. Yates: Do you think we will ever
get a railway line on the south side of the
river?

Mr. J. HEGNEY : I do not know, but cor-
related with this proposition is the ques-
tion of the uniform gauge. The Common-
wealth report on the uniform gauge propo-
sal suggested that there should be an in-
dependent line coming Ifrom Kalgoorlie,
running on the south side of the river
and into Fremantle. We have had no
indication of what is intended and whether
that proposition will be carried out. All
these aspects are important and they
should be considered. We have come to
the stage where we should consider an
over-gll plan and not have it submitted
plecemeal in this fashion.

The Bill is of great importance to the
people in the locality and a considerable
number of them will be disturbed. These
people have not been approached on
the matter, all reports having come
from departmental officers.
be other points of view from the
commercial interests and people who
are vitally interested in the proposi-
tion. They may be able to make
important contributions and suggestions.
Therefore, the Bill should not be placed
before Parliament at this stage of the ses-
sion. We have no guarantee that the
boundary will stop at Beechboro-road in
Bayswater. Maybe the department will
want to go closer to Perth.

I lived for many years in New South
Wales and worked in the Railway Depart-
ment in that State. The difficulty there
was that the population increased around
the running sheds and marshalling yards
and those yards had te be shifted miles
out of Sydney. Why does the department
want to go only a few miles out of Perth?
Things will only get more difficult in a few
wears. Surely there are other areas of
land in this country which are further re-
moved from the metropolls than five or
six miles.

There may _
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We are frequently told that there is no
land available in Western Australia but
there are thousands of acres a little fur-
ther out north of the Cresco works. If
that land had been chosen it would not
have disturbed anybody. It is just hungry
sand., The area is removed from all exist-
ing facilities such as water supplies,
schools, electric light and gas. But, if this
proposition is agreed to people will be
forced out into that area and in most
cases those who desire to live in the dis-
trict are workers. While this proposition
may satisfy the department it certainly
does not satisfy the people in the locality.

A Commonwealth Department estab-
lished a factory in the centre of Bayswater
a few years ago. That factory had a bad
effect on the residential area. The Com-
monwealth just resumed the property and
ignored the road board altogether., The
Government apparently seems to be doing
the same thing in this case. We have town
planning laws and schemes and we re-
quest the co-operation of local authorities
%m‘ii this is the sort of thing we are going
0 do.

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: What sort of fac-
tory did the Commonweslth Government
put there?

Mr, J. HEGNEY: Some kind of aircraft
factory at the corner of Garratt and Guild-
ford-roads. The Commonwealth did that
and ignored the wishes of the local auth-
ority. When the department had finished
with the building it was just left. The
same thing happened with the Guildford
airport. The local authority complained
about the Commonwealth over that mat-
ter. The Commonwealth just resumed the
land and destroyved the general layout of
the district. Members are supposed to in-
form themselves on these points, but we
have not been given all the Information
and the public has not been considered.
Therefore, the proposition outlined by the
member for Guildford-Midland is a sound
one, and if he will move for the Bill to be
referred to a Select Committee I will sup-
port him because it will give all the par-
ties concerned an opportunity to submit
their points of view.

If the Bill is agreed to, this railway line
will destroy the eastern suburbs which are
working men's areas. Therefore, I hope
that the Minister will agree to the appoint-
ment of a Select Committe. I feel cer-
tain he will. We will then get an idea of
an overall plan and not have it submitted
to us in & piecemeal fashion such as this.
Town planning is an important factor and
while the City of Perth and the Lord
Mayor were anxious to get rid of their
difficulties the baby hes been laid at the
door of the road boards in this particular
area.
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MR. SHEARN (Maylands} [6.12]: The
ground concerned in this matter has been
thoroughly covered by the two previous
speakers and I enter the debate only be-
cause portion of the Bayswater district
is included in my electorate. Over a con-
siderable number of years the general con-
sensus of opinion has been that there is
an urgent need for a re-alignment of rail-
way and traffic activities in the city and
metropolitan area. The Town Planning
Commission submitted a report, if my
memory serves me rightly, some 20 odd
years ago and there have been all sorts
of movements to get co-ordination of ¢traffic
generally—the various aspects associated
with the Railway Department, the stand-
ard railway gauge and a score of other
such matters have been discussed. But,
for some reason or other, the Government
brings this Bill to us at this late stage
in the session when members have little
if any opportunity to analyse the proposi-
tion not only from its immediate effect
but also as to the effect it will have on
the future

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. SHEARN: At the tea suspension I
was drawing attention to the need for
the compilation of a complete town plan-
ning scheme for the metropolitan area,
which would obviously include matters
concerning the rallways which are so im-
portant in relation to the development of
the State. They are most important as
they play an essential part in connection
with any rehabilitation proposals involv-
ing the removal of the marshalling yards,
by that means assisting in relieving the
congested traffic conditions in the city area
and also in connection with the traffic
coming from the northern portions of the
metropolitan area into the city proper.

In that connection it is unfortunate that

the Government has not seen fit to take

the public generally into its confidence, at
least in some measure, with reference to
town planning matters. The Government
is to be commended upon the principle in-
volved in the Bill but it is most unfortun-
ate that it should be brought down at this
late stage of the session because of its
great importance, particularly to the sub-
urban areas that are directly affected. I
refer to the Bayswater and Bassendean
areas. I hesitate to think that it was in-
tentional, but it certainly represents an
affront to those local governing bodies
when one learns from the Minister that
the Perth City Council had a representa-
tive on the committee which dealt with
the subject in recent months. -

Despite the fact that the other local
authorities are so vitally concerned, they
knew nothing about the matter and one
would have thought that they would have
been invited to participate in the consid-
eration of these proposals. When we
hear talk about lack of co-operation on

[ASSEMBLY.]

the part of local governing authorities, I
ask the Minister if this is an indieation
of the way in which the Government can
expect co-operation from them. In this
instance the local authorities and their
restidents are vitally concerned. In both
the local governing areas I have referred
to, their roads will be affected if this
scheme becomes an accomplished fact.

In these circumstances all local town
planning goes by the board and all mat-
ters relating thereto. Moreover, various
residents will be deprived of their recently-
acquired homes, I am perfectly aware that
all such matters have rightly to be sub-
ordinated to the general interests of the
State. But surely local authorities directly
representing the people concerned should
have been taken into the Government’s
confidence. On these grounds I feel some-
what alarmed at the attitude adopted in
connection with this Bill. I am hopeful
that the Minister, when he replies to the
debate, will be able to give the House
some assurance that, outside the general
principles involved, there will be no bar
to consulations taking place between the
local authorities representing their own
Interests and those of the ratepayers con-
cerned and the Government, and that
proposals which I know will be submit-
ted in connection with the maftter will
be taken into consideration.

Unless some such assurance is received
I will have to decide, and not until then,
whether I shall be able to support the
second reading. Although I have no
technical knowledge of railway matters,
it may easily be that questions of vital im-
portance will ultimately be associated with
the project. There is the matter of the
convenience of the personnel associated
with the undertaking concerned. I do not
know what the Government proposes to
do in relation to that aspect, as well as
in connection with other factors. Hav-
ing due regard to the great importance of
this Bill to the country generally and to
the people concerned in the immediate
district, it will be for the Minister to give
some definite assurance that the local
authorities I have mentioned will be con-
sulted in relation to the counter proposals
which have been already informally dis-
eussed with the members for Middle Swan
and Guildford-Midland and myself this
afternoon.

If I can get that assurance, it may be
quite possiible to support the Bill. Unless
that assurance is forthcoming I will be
very reluctant to allow this measure to
be unduly hastily passed through the
House, leaving it to chance as to what
the ultimate result will be with reference
to the local authorities concerned and
those whose properties will be affected be-
cause of this proposition.

. On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
Journed till a later stage of the sitting.



[30 November, 1950.1

BILLS (6)—~RETURNED.
1, Cozl;tstitut:ion Acts Amendments (No.

2, Lotteries (Control) Act Continuance.

3. City of Perth (Leederville Park
Lands).

4, Bankruptcy Act Amendment.

5, Maln Roads Act (Funds Appropria-
tion).

B, State (Western Australia)
Industry Act Amendment.

Without amendmnient.
BILL—NOXIOUS WEEDS.
Council’'s Further Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it insisted on its
amendments Nos. 13 and 14.

Alunite

In Committee,

Mr. Hill in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—

That the Assembly continues to dis-
agree to the amendments made by the
Council. .

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

Assembly’s Request for Conference.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—
That the Council be reguested to
grant a conference on the amend-
ments insisted on by the Council and
that the managers for the Assembly
be Mr. Nalder, Hon. J. T. Tonkin and

the mover.
Question put and passed and a message

accordingly returned to the Council.

BILL—RAILWAY (UPPER DARLING
RANGE) DISCONTINUANCE.

Received from the Council and read a
first time.

BILL—BUSH FIRES ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’'s Further Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifving that it had agreed to the
Assembly’s request for a conference on
the Bll, and had appointed the Minister
for Agriculture, Hon. E. H. Gray and Hon.
A. R. Jones as managers for the Council
the President’s room as the place of meet-
ing and the time 7 p.m.

Sitiing suspended from 7.43 till 748 pm.

BILL—BUSH FIRES ACT AMENDMENT.
Conference Managers’ Reporl.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 have to
report that the managers appointed by the
Assembily met the managers appointed by
the Council and it was agreed to reinstate
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proposed new Section 22A in the form em-
bodied in the Bill as transmitted to the
Legislative Council. 1 move—

That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.

BILL—WELSHPOOL-BASSENDEAN
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of
the sitting.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[7.50]: I agree with previous speakers that
it is very wrong that the Minister should
introduce a Bill like this last evening and
then expect the House tonight to know
enough to enable a intelligent vote to be
cast. We have had no chance of perus-
ing the Minister's statement, We heard
him last night discussing the Bill for a few
minutes, but we need more time to make a
decision, I agree that some relief should
be given in respect of the bottleneck at
the Perth railway yards. I consider that a
railway route south of the river is sure to
be established, and is very necessary. I do
nrot know whether I am right, but I gather
that when the railway is constructed from
Bassendean to Welshpool, transport teo
Fremantle will be via Armadale, and when
super. leaves Fremantle by train it will
be taken to¢ Armadale and thence to
Welshpool and up to Bassendean., I do not
know whether that is correct, but it is
necessary that something should be dene
with the bottleneck.

As a jayman, I would like the Minister
to tell me why the present line from Bays-
water to the Ascot Raececourse should not
be used in this scheme. The Bill suggests
that the new railway should come from
Bassendean and meet the Ascot railway
at the river, cross it parallel with the river
and proceed to Welshpool. I want to know
whether the Minister has any information
why the present line from Bayswater to
the Belmont station at the racecourse can-
not be used. If it were, it would lessen
the length of the line by two or three
miles, I would also like to know which
way it is proposed to cross the Great
Eastern-highway when the railway line
reaches that portion of the route, Will it
go across the road over a high-level bridge,
or will there be a high-level bridge for
pedestrian and motor traffic? It is im-
portant to know how it is proposed to cross
this very busy read. I do not think the
Bill should be passed this evening. Un-
less we are given more time to consider it,
I intend to support the suggestion of the
member for Guildford-Midland that it be
referred to a Select Committee.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [7.53]:
I fully appreciate the necessity for some-
thing being done, and the need may be
urgent. I feel, with other members, how-
ever, that sufficient time has not been
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allowed us to give the proposal the con-
sideration it should receive. This is the
first occasion of which I know where it
has been proposed to construct a railway—
in this case of no great length, but it is
a railway and 'has to be constructed—in
relation to which we have had no advice
concerning the advisory committee's
views on the proposal. On all previous
occasions when a Bill has been presented
to Parliament to give authority for the
construction of a railway, it has been ac-
companied by a report from the advisory
committee, and that report has always
been very informative and has usually
given a fair outline of the proposed route.
We all know what the hattle of routes
really means when different interests are
fighting to have a railway constructed
along a particular route. On this occa-
sion, we have had no information from
the advisory committee; and whether any
alternative proposals were submitted io the
Government for consideration, we do not
know.

I happen to know this area fairly well.
The route will cross a multiplicity of roads.
I admit that many of them would not be
considered of major importance, but they
serve a sparsely-populated area and it was
that area to which I made reference re-
cently when speaking about the compul-
sory acguisition of land by the State Hous-
ing Commission. On that occasion I re-
ferred to the fact that there is a big area
of land in this district which would be
suitable for the Commission’s purpose. I
think the Commission is not unaware that
this will be a thickly-populated district in
course of time. If the proposed railway
is constructed, it will be a source of danger,
because it will cross a multiplicity of roads.

I agree with those members who have
contended that the local authorities con-
cerned should have had an opportunity to
express an opinion on this proposal. I can-
not support the measure as it has been
introduced, because I consider there are
alternatives that might be acceptable and
woluld serve the purpose of the Railway
Commissioners equally well and would not
involve complications such as this proposal
presents. But on further consideration,
and given opportunity to hear those re-
sponsible for making such recommenda-
tions, I might be convinced that this is
the best possible proposal, in the circum-
stances. The only actual justification sub-
mitted by the Minister when introducing
the measure was that the Commission and
the Perth City Council were anxious that
the congestion due to the marshalling
yards being located in Perth proper should
be removed. That is all right for the Perth
City Council, but I do not think it is a
sufficiently weightly reason why the Gov-
ernment should ask members to deal with
the measure so expeditiously as this. The
Bili was Introduced only last night{ and
members have had no time in which to
consider the proposal.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I do not know what progress the Gov-
ernment has made in its negotiations with
the Commonwealth with regard fo the
broad gauge railway. Two propositions
were submitted, as members know, and in
them I played a part. One proposition was
for the proposed new railway to go south
of the river and the other for it to go north
of the river, the northern route being that
most favoured by the then Commissjoner
of Railways. If that route is considered
by the present Railways Commission to be
the more favourable of the two, the locat-
Ing of marshalling yards at Bassendean
would multiply the difficulties involved in
changing over to the broad gauge. From
memory I think the deviation was pro-
posed to commence somewhere near Guild~
ford, It was to leave the main trunk line
there and run more or less parallel to it
but some miles further to the north and,
therefore, if the proposed new marshalling
yards were located at Bassendean they
would be right in the way.

If negotiations with the Commonwealth
Government have gone far enough and it
is proposed to adhere to the suggestion
that the new railway should take the
northern route, the marshalling yards will
have o be piaced somewhere other than
is now proposed. I agree that with the
greatly increased traffic that is handled
by our railways the present marshalling
yards at Perth are far too small and there
must be a great deal of congestion there
when railway officials are marshalling
trains at that centre, but I feel that the
matter cannot be so urgent as to justify
our being obliged to reach a decision on
the question this evening. The Minister
has already informed the House that it
is not proposed to construct the railway,
with which the Bill deals, for about two
vears, and the matter therefore cannot be
said to be terribly urgent, The Govern-
ment could easily pick this legistation up
again next session, by resolution, from the
stage where it now is and in the meantime
the proposals of the member for Guild-
ford-Midland could be referred to a Select
Committee, which could be converted into
a Royal Commission during the recess so
that all those concerned could be ex-
amined. In that way Parliament could
have placed before it recommendations
such as would avold any serious conflict
of opinion on the matter among members
of this Assembly.

The Premier: What would be the good
of a Royal Commission? Our railway ad-
visers have gonhe into the matter thor-
oughiy and have made this recommenda-
tion.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister never
said that the Rallway Advisory Committee
had sanctioned the proposal after consid-
ering any alternative suggestions., If
members are not given full information
they cannot be blamed for taking a course
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different from that desired by the Govern-
ment. We know, from the speeches of
members, that there are several local
authorities vitally interested in the mat-
ter and that they will remain interested
in it until the question is finalised. Mem-
bers should not be asked to make a stab
in the dark when dealing with a measure
such as this. In the final analysis we are
responsible for the construction of the
railway—if it is constructed—irrespective
of what the Railway Commission might
favour and, without reflecting on the Rail-
way Commissioners, I would point out that,
with one exception, they are new to this
country and might not be able to judge,
as wisely as can those who have had a
great deal of experience in this State, just
what is best in relation to a proposal of
this kind.

Technically it may be a simple proposi-
tion to construct this raillway, but we are
the representatives of the people and must
take a broad view of the matter. We
should not subscribe to a proposal that
may ultimately be very costly to the tax-
pavers unless we first give it the fullest
consideration. We have had experience of
rushing through legislation of this kind
only to find, after the lapse of a few years,
that mistakes have been made. If the
matter were to stand over umtil next ses-
sion a thorough ingquiry could be instit-
tuted. I would remind the Government that
if our hopes for the expansion of this State
are realised, Western Australia may, within
a few years, be supporting a population
of millions, and in such an event even the
proposed marshalling vards at Bassendean
would probably prove to be as congested as
are the present yards at East Perth. Our
city must expand north and east. It can-
not extend westwards further than the
ocean and the river hinders expansion to
the south. If the Government agrees to
a thorough investigation being held mem-
bers will then, next session, be able to re-
cord intelligent votes on this legislation.

HON. E. NULSEN (Eyre) [(8.12]: I am
at a loss to understand why the Govern-
ment should bring down such an import-
ant measure in the last week of the ses-
sion. Having been given only a week in
which to consider the question, I know
nothing about the proposal and it is be-
yond my understanding why the Govern-
ment should bring down a measure that
might easlly cost the taxpayers £350,000
or more, and expect the House to deal with
it at such short notice. The Government
should hold the measure in abevance for
12 months and thus give members the
opportunity of understanding what they
are being asked to vote an. I am satisfied
that not more 20 per cent. of members in
this House know anything about the pro-
posal. We are told that experts have exam-
ined the proposition, but members know
that such experts are not responsible for
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the expenditure of the money involved
and they sometimes make mistakes. Un-
less the Government follows the course
that has been suggested it may find that
there is an adverse vote on the measure.
Should that occur it will not necessarily
be due to any defects in the project, but
will be hecause members have nat been
given the opportunity to understand it.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [8.15]: I
was extremely surprised when the Govern-
ment brought down the Bill before the
House last night. It is one which involves,
without the resumptions of land for the
marshalling yards, an estimated expendi-
ture of £350,000. It has to be recognised
that we have not had an oppartunity to
know what the proposal entails. Last night
I listened to about three-quartars of the
Minister’s speech until I was called to the
telephone, but even during that time I
gained only a sketchy idea of the ques-
tion. I have not a copy of the Minister’s
speech and neither has any other mem-
ber except he who got the adjournment
of the debate. “Hansard” is not available
to members at the moment so consequently
r_re have only a hazy idea of the proposi-
ion.

Instead of the proposal costing only
£350,000, I should say it will be nearer
£750,000 because that figure does not in-
clude the cost of the resumption of land
for the marshalling yards. Also, I do not
know whether the amount estimated in-
cludes the cost of removing the East Perth
loco. running sheds to Bassendean. So it
will probably be like most other depart-
mental estimates; 100 per cent. under the
actual cost. I realise the necessity to re-
lieve not only the congestion in the goods
yards at Perth, but also in the bottle-neck
which leads into those yards and the Perth
Central station. Something will have to
be done soon to overcome that congestion.
However, it must be done with the least
inconvenience and with the least amount
of expenditure.

I have no objection to any proposal being
put up by the Government to overcome
those difficulties, but I want to know what
is involved before I am prepared to vote
for it. All I know is that the proposal is
roughly to consiruct a loop line from
Welshpool to Bassendean to by-pass Perth
and East Perth. The marshalling yards
will be established at Bassendean, for which
some 428 acres are to be resumed, and the
proposal includes the shifting of the East
Perth locomotive shed to Bassendean. As
to what is involved in the locality over
which the line has to traverse, I have only
a hazy idea and, before I am prepared to
vote for the construction of the line, I
want to travel over the suggested route
and see what is to take place and what
is involved. I can understand the mem-
bers of the Perth City Council, who rep-
resent the business interests of the com-
munity, being particularly anxious to get
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rid of the Perth goods yards because they
are committed to quite a laudable project
for the widening of Wellington-street,
which will do quite a good deal to relieve
the congestion of traffic in that area.

These representatives of the Perth City
Council are, in the main, the representa-
tives of the husiness and commercial life
of the community, who have contributed
more by their lack of foresight to the con-
gestion of traffic in the Perth city block
than any other section of the community,
and especially that area in the vicinity
of the railway station. Those commercial
and business interests have kept all their
establishments in the central block of the
city and are, of course, particularly anxious
to have every facility at their command
to keep the trade in those three or four
city blocks.

If such firms as Boans, Foys and Harris,
Scarfe & Sandovers had taken a long-
range view in the past and had established
some of their businesses and large em-
poriums on the northern side of the rail-
way, that would have done much more
to relieve the traffic problem in the City
of Perth than would the widening of Wel-
lington-street. I know that quite a num-
ber of such firms would be favourable to
the complete removal of the Perth rail-
way station from its present site. Many
large towns in the world would give quite
a lot to have the railway station there in a
position comparable to that at Perth where
the trains can disembark their passengers
almost in the heart of the city. Therefore,
quite a lot can he sald for the retention of
the railway station on its present site.

What all the large capital cities in the
Fastern States have had to face in the
past is the same as what we have to face
now. I fully realise that the areas which
were reserved for railway operations some
25 or 40 years ago are totally inadequate
for the job today. Eventually, when I
get to know the whole of the implica-
tions behind this scheme, I may be pre-
pared to vote for it. However, it is not
fair to the members of this House t0 bring
down a Bill of this magnitude some four
or five days before the close of the session.
Only a week ago the Premier assured us
that he had no more important Bills to
bring down, hut in my opinion this is the
most important piece of legislation that
has been placed before the House this ses-
sion. It demands a greater fund of know-
ledge and investigation by members hefore
we are prepared to vote for its adoption or
otherwise, Of course, the resumptions
which will have to be made will now be
costly, but it is inevitable that such steps
will have to he taken in the area proposed,
or in another area, for the purpose of
shifting the Perth marshalling yards now
or in the near future and, the longer we
delay, the more costly will be the resump-
tions. Therefore, I have no objection to
discussing the proposal when I know all
the merits and demerits associated with it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

On a casual glance at the Bill I should
say it is going to be the most expensive
railway line the Government has ever put
down. Its cost is to be £350,000, exclusive
of resumption costs for the establishment
of the marshalling yards. As there are
only 6% miles of line involved, the cost
works out at £55,000 a mile and when we
consider that the average cost of a rail-
way line is £7,000 per mile, it must be
realised that something elaborate is en-
tailed with this particular line.

The proposal involves two alternatives.
We are either going to have a number of
level crossings, which will act as a trap to
the unwary and careless drivers of motor
vehicles, and which will be accentuated by
the rapidly increasing number of motor
vehicles in the metropolitan area, or we
will have to close a number of streets. Not
only will resumptions have to take place,
but the proposal will affect all those un-
fortunate people who have invested their
life savings in properties along the pro-
posed route. Also, if the streets are closed
in the area affected, it will retard for all
time the progress that is being made in
the vicinity. However, that position will
arise no matter in which direction the pro-
posed route travels, and it may be found
that this will be the best proposal, but I
want time to investigate if.

Another important feature which comes
to my mind as an ex-engine driver, who
had to travel to work at all hours of the
day and night, is that the homes of the
employees who work in the Iocomotive and
traffic depots will be disrupted by the shift-
ing of the loco depot, and Basendean will
become the point of starting for many of
the trains which will be manned by shunt-
ers, drivers and guards. The Railway
Department will very quickly send a notice
to its employees if they are living at a
greater distance than three miles from the
depot, because it considers that any point
outside of that distance is too great for a
call boy to travel in order to call the men
in for work at 2 or 3 o'clack in the morn-
ing. There are hundreds of employees,
including guards, shunters, drivers, fire-
men and cleaners who are required to go
to work at all hours of the day and night,
and who now have their homes within a
three-mile radius of the main railway de-
pot and the Perth railway station, where
guards and shunters have to sign on.

What is going to be the arrangement
for those men who have to go to work at
such times? The railway management
usually sends out a netice to such men in
the form of an ultimatum when they have
to live beyond the three-mile radius of
their starting point. I would not he sur-
prised if that will be the attitude adopt-
ed if this proposal comes to fruition and
then, as a result of industrial trouble
which may arise afterwards, the men will
be called all kinds of Soviet agltators and
will have all the blame placed upon their
shoulders.
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There are hundreds of men who have
invested their life savings within three
miles of the loco sheds because the Rail-
way Department has demanded that they
should live within that radius. So, in
addition to other information, I want to
know what is to become of these men who
are now residing within reasonable dis-
tance of the Perth railway station and the
loco sheds when the depot is shifted to
Bassendean. Also, because of previous
experience which I have had with Govern-
ment departments, I am not at all assured
that those people whose homes will be
resumed will get a fair financial return for
their properties from the Government. I
have had a considerable amount of experi-
ence with Government departments and
Ministers.

The other evening I told the story of g
man who, in 1927, paid £75 for a block of
land which was being compulsorily re-
sumed after he had received a notice above
the Minister's own signature and was
eventually compensated to the extent of
£35. Today the purchasing power of that
amount would be worth about £18 com-
pared to what it would have been worth
in 1927, but the Minister said that to hear
such ftales of injustice was repugnant to
him. The Minister was responsible for it,
and so was the Government. Although
special provision is made in this Bill to
give the Minister or the Government the
tight to make an additional amount of
compensation available to these unfortun-
ate people over and above that which is
usually decided upon in the Public Works
Department, I have no confidence in it be-
cause of previous experience.

I do not believe that these people will
be compensated to the extent of the cost
in which they will be involved in a replace-
ment of the homes that are resumed. I
understand there are some nice brick and
tile homes which will have to be resumed,
and we know that at the present time, if
these people were prepared to give vacant
possession and to put their homes on the
market, they would get £3,500 without any
difficulty at all. But I guarantee the Gov-
ernment would not give them £3,500. The
Government will put up all sorts of speci-
fications and will finish up by giving them
£1,500 for these properties.

There is much to be considered, and
though I realise the necessity for this and
I think that the quicker the job is done
the least amount of dislocation and the
least amount of resumpiion will take place,
I have not had time to study the Bill and,
at the present moment, I do not propose
to vote for the second reading. But if it
is held over till the next session, or re-
ferred to a Select Committee or Royal
Commission, in the meantime I would be
able to make myself conversant with every-
thing that is connected with the proposal,
and I may then be prepared to vote for it.

On motion of Hon. P. J. S. Wise, debate
adjourned.

2411

BILL—-BASSENDEAN MARSHALLING
YAR

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) 18.331:
This Bill is in the same category as the
previous one and at this stage I think
they are both connected. Accordingly, I
move—

That the debate be adjourned.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber has just made a speech.

On motion by Hon. F. J. 8. Wise, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT (Neo. 3).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 28th No-
vember.

HON. A. R, G, HAWKE (Northam)
[8.34): This Bill proposes to insert in the
Constitution Acts Amendment Act a
definition to cover self-contained flats.
At present there is no definition in the
Act covering either self-contained flats
or flats of any kind. However, there is a
Crown Law ruling which gives to the
residents of certain types of flats the
right to have their names placed on the
Legislative Council roll as householders.
That ruling by the Crown Law Depart-
ment is accepted and operated upon by
the Electoral Department. The ruling is
a fairly broad one with the result that
many people who occupy varving types of
flats within the State are upon the Legis-
lative Council electoral roll teday as
householders and, consequently, are en-
titled to record a vote at Legislative
Council elections.

This Bill, if it were to become law,
would insert in the Act a definition cover-
ing flats, that is self-contained flats only.
In my view once a definition of that kind
is inserted in the Act the existing Crown
Law ruling would automatically cease to
operate. The result would be that oniy
persons occupying self-contained flats in
accordance with the definition in this Bill
would be legally entitled to be enrolled
for Legislative Council elections.

The definition of self-contained flats as
contained in this Bill is a very restricted
one. For instance, such a flat must not
only have separate sleeping and cooking
accommodation, but it must also have
separate bathroom accommodation. I
think it will be very quickly realised that
a great number of flats self-contained
and otherwise, in this State today would
be completely outside this deflnition.
Most self-contained flats which would
come within this definition would be flats
of a fairly modern type and the rental to
be paid per week for each one of them
would, in the great majority of cases, be
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a very heavy one, and one which the
ordinary worker could not possibly meet.
‘Therefore most of those people who wouild
be given the legal right to he enrolled in
the event of this Bill becoming law, would
be the people whose political opinions for
the most part are in the one direction.
Thati would be unfair enough in any
event.

‘When we consider that the insertion of
this definition in the Act would put out of
comirpission altogether the existing Crown
Law ruling, we realise immediately that
many hundreds of people now entitled to
be enrolled and who, in fact, are enrolled
as householders in connection with the
flats they occupy, would lose their legal
right to enrolment altogether. Therefore,
this Bill in its present form is not accept-
able to me. In passing I would like to
mention that two or three weeks ago this
House passed a Bill which I introduced
for the purpose of giving the right to be
enrolled for Legislative Council elections
to the wives of all householders; it also
proposed to give the right to be enrolled
to returned Servicemen and returned Ser-
vicewemen. That Bill was dealt with in
another place tonight, and was defeated
at the second reading stage hy 16 votes to
eight votes. In the face of that I think
members of this House should unani-
mously refuse further to consider the Bill
now hefore us.

The Attorney General: Do not you
think it would be a good idea to get a
definition? That ruling could be attacked
and cause great disruption.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: 1 think that
might be a good thing in a way, too. It
might help to bring to a head the refusal
of the majority of the members of an-
other place to allow any reasonable
liberalisation of the [franchise for the
Legislative Council.

The Attorney General: This could he
very easily amended to meet with your
wishes.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: That is so, but
I think, in view of what has happened in
another place tonight, we should as a
protest no longer consider this Bill now
before us. The majority of the members
of another place have refused to give the
right of enrolment for the Legislative
Council elections to even ex-Servicemen
and ex-Servicewomen, yet they are asking
us, as members of the Legislative As-
sembly, to give the legal right of enrol-
ment {0 people occupying self-contained
flats, making the definition so restricted
as to render it possible only for people who
can afford to pay £5 a week rental to
occupy this class of flat to have a legal
right to vote for the Legislative Council.
I oppose this Bill and I hope it will be
defeated.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Motion put and a division taken with
the following result;—

Ayes 22
Noes 21
Majority for 1
Ayes.
Mr. Abbott Mr, McLarty
Mr. Ackland Mr. Nalder
Mr. Brand Mr. Nimmo
Mrs, Cardell-Oliver Mr. Owen
. Mr. Cornell Mr. Perkins
Mr. Doney Mr. Shearn
Mr. Grayden Mr. Thorn
Mr. Hearman Mr. Watts
Mr. Hill Mr. Wild
Mr. Mann Mr. Yates
Mr. Manning Mr. Griffith
{Teller.)
Noeas.
Mr. Brady Mr. Nulgen
Mr. Coverley Mr. Oliver
Mr. Fox Mr. Read
Mr. Graham Mr. Rodoreda,
Mr. Guthrie Mr, Sewell
Mr. Hawke Mr, Sleeman
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Styants
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Hoar Mr. Wise
Mr. Marshalt Mr. May
Mr. Needham (Tetler.)
Palrs.
Ayes, Noes.
Mr. Hutchinson Mr. Kelly
Mr. Totterdell Mr. Panton
Mr. Bovell Mr. McCulloch
Motion thus passed.
BILL—AGRICULTURE PROTECTION
BOARD.

Council's Further Message.
Message from the Council insisting upon
three amendments to which the Assembly
had disagreed now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: For the
reasons previously given, I move—
That the Assembly continues to dis-
agree to the amendments made by the
Council.

Mr. RODOREDA: We are entitled to
more information than the Minister has
given. We have not the information avail-
able to the Minister and we ought to be
told what we are voting on.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
astonished at the hon. member because the
amendments are printed on the notice
paper, and we have already voted not to
agree to them, The Council wishes to
reduce the strength of the board from
nine to eight. As the Government is find-
ing the bulk of the money, it should have
majority representation, Another amend-
ment is consequential in that the Council
proposes to delete the reference to the
Chief Warden of Fauna, who was to he
the ninth member.
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Mr. RODOREDA; I thank the Minister,
but, in courtesy to the Committee, he could
easily have given that information in the
first instance.

The Minister for Lands: I explained the
position before and we are only continuing
to disagree.

Mr, RODOREDA: We are entitled to be
informed on each occasion exactly what
we are voting on.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Why should we
be in such & hurry by taking the three
amendments together instead of dealing
with them seriatim? If they were dealt
with seriatim, members would have an
opportunity to speak on any one of them.

The CHAIRMAN: The practice has been
that where amendments have already been
disagreed to, they should be taken to-
gether, That was my reason for accepting
the motion.

Question put and passed,

Assembly’s Request for Conjerence.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—

That the Council be requested to
grant a conference on the amend-
ments insisted on by the Council and
that the managers for the Assembly
be the Hon. J. T. Tonkin, Mr, Nalder
and the mover,

Question put and passed and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1950-51.
In Commiltee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day:
Perkins in the Chair.

Vole—Child Welfare,
considered) :

Mr. MARSHALL: I understood the Min-
ister to say that, when the increase took
place and reciplents came under the Com-
monwealth Social Service scheme, it was
intended to reduce the allowance by the
amount granted by the Commonweslth.
I should like to be clear on that point.

The MINISTER FOR CHILD WEL-
FARE: The position is rather the other
way round. Those who do not receive
pensions will be increased, it is anticipated,
by the amount that the Federal pension
is increased so as to keep them on a ¢com-
parable basis.

Mr. Marshall: I think you speak with
two voices.

The MINISTER FOR CHILD WEL-
FARE: No, that is what I said. I have
read the “Hansard” notes of my remarks
quite recently.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Public Works and Buildings,
£744.930:

Mr.

£137,450 {(partly
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THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
D. Brand—Greenough) [8.551: In this my
first essay to introduce the Estimates of
a very .important department, I wish to
say at the outset that I have taken ad-
vantage of the opportunity, not only to
acquaint myself with the various aspects
of administration of the several depart-
ments under my jurisdiction, but also to
travel somewhat in the country and see
first-hand the problems which we face as
a Public Works Department and which
indeed are State problems. I consider that,
of all the important problems that face
the department, the one of greatest in-
terest to everybody and most important
to the State as a whole, if we are to carry
the population that this part of the Com-
monwealth must do and if we are to con-
tinue to absorb the number of people ar-
riving here, is that of water supplies.

Mr. Oliver: I should say so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Those
who live in the drier areas of the State
are fully aware of what an adequate water
supply means to their districts, and those
who live in towns or districts in areas of
secure rainfall appreciate what it must
mean to be without an assured water
supply. During this session we have heard
quite a lot about water supplies. We had
a very interesting debate, and I am afraid
that it robbed me of a good deal of thunder
for this occasion when dealing with the
Estimates associated with water supplies.

As members are aware, a sum of
£1,000,000 has been allowed out of loan
funds for the comprehensive water supply
scheme. The first stage of the scheme
consists chiefly of the laying of steel mains
to carry the water to the areas to be
reticulated. The smaller pipes required
for reticulation, I hope, will be manufac-
tured locally. I am pleased to learn that
Hardy’s Ltd. is establishing a factory where
it is hoped fibrolite pipes will be manu-
factured in greater numbers, thus assist-
ing us in carrying out the very necessary
work of reticulation in towns and districts
after the water has been delivered there
through the steel mains.

Mr. Cornell: Are you satisfied with the
efficiency of fibrolite pipes?

The MINISTER FOR, WORKS: I am hot
a technician,.but I understand that cer-
tain concrete pipes have not stood the test
of time. However, as & layman, I must
accept the advice of my officers and tech-
nicians. They have a full appreciation of
the great expense that is being incurred,
and they know that every effort must be
made to see that the best guality pipe is
used, When the comprehensive scheme
was first mentioned here, we visualised
that all the steel required for the mains
and construction would be produced in the
Commonwealth at a reasonable cost. But,
owing to industrial hold-ups and shortages
of steel and shipping, the output from the
Broken Hill Pty., the only producer of
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steel in the Commonwealth, has been so
limited that oniy a smali tonnage of steel
plate has been available to this State for
the manufacture of steel conduit. Be-
cause the Government recognised the im-
portance of the scheme, and that in this
financially buoyant time we should take
advantage of the situation and get on
with the job, it placed large contracts
oversea for the supply of the necessary
steel plate, which was landed in Western
Australia, up to a few weeks ago, at a
cost of approximately twice that of the
local product.

Unfortunately, because of the worsening
of the international situation, and because
the great nations are preparing for war
and building up their defences, we have
found it most difficult to purchase steel
at less than £567 a ton. In fact, I might
say the Government is perturbed because
certain contracts—especially those with
British firms—have been cancelled. In
spite of all these difficulties, and even tak-
ing into consideration that in the last two
or three days the Korean war has de-
veloped to such a stage that nothing can
be expected from international sources, it
is hoped that the main arteries will be laid
within three vears, and that the laying of
the smaller or reticulation pipes will be
pushed ahead as supplies of conduit be-
come available,

In connection with the comprehensive
scheme and the Goldfields main, a con-
tract has been let for a new electrically-
powered pumping station at Mundaring to
replace Nos. 1 and 2 pumping stations—
the old steam pumps—which are now in
operation. A contract has also been let
for two pumping stations to be installed
at Wellington Dam on the Narrogin main.
Certain improvements have been made to
the Goldfields water supply main. It has
been pointed out In various debates that
a hottle-neck existed at Grass Valley
where the water was forced through a 24-
inch main over a distance of two miles.
That section has now been replaced by a
36-inch main, and it is hoped to duplicate
the other two miles of 24-inch main, there-
by eliminating the bottle-neck which for
so long has decreased the amount of water
which should be available. A diesel-oper-
ated booster pump of large capacity is
being installed on the main at Kellerber-
rin, and this, no doubt, will increase the
quantity of water pumped from there. To
assist in building up a reserve, a new
8,000,000-gallon storage tank has been
completed at the No. 8 pumping station,
and, although on inquiry I find that the
reservoir is not full, advantage is taken
from time {o time to turn the water into
it. An additional 25,000,000-gallon stor-
age tank will be constructed at Kalgoorlie.
These tanks should greatly improve the
water supply position during the summer
months for the Eastern Goldfields.

[ASSEMBLY.])

An important part of the whole of the
Goldfields system is the Mundaring Weir.
An amount of £300,000 has been provided
in the Estimates to make such improve-
ments as are necessary there, and great
progress has been reported this year. The
top wall was raised 3 feet prior to last
June, increasing the capacity from
4,650,000,000 to 5,300,000,000 gallons. Un-
fortunately, the winter rainfall was not
sufficient to fill the enlarged capacity; in
fact, the reservoir, early in October, held
only 3,800,000,000 gallons, or approxi-
mately three-quarters of its original capa-
city. Because of the increasing demand

"on water supply in Western Australia—in

particular the demand which will be made
in the lower rainfall areas—Iit is necessary
to make provision to catch whatever sur-
plus water is available—not only for two
or three years, but even for five years.
With that in view, it is anticipated that
we should raise the Mundaring reservoir
wall by 32 feet and increase the capacity
to 15,000,000,000 gallons. This work, we
hope, will be completed by the middle of
next year.

The other dam, which is part of the com-
prehensive scheme, is Wellington, and
£50,000 has been provided for the work
which it is anticlpaied will be done there
during the current year. The work will
consist of preliminary operations, such as
the preparation of foundations, the erec-
tion of plant, and the accommodation for
workers, etc. As the sections of work at
Mundaring are completed, the men and
plant will be systematically transferred to
Wellington. In previous debates, some
question was raised as to whether there
would be sufficient water in the Wellington
Dam to meet the demand which will be
made upen it if such extensions as are
envisaged for the future—they might even
reach Lake Grace and Albhany—are made,
I am assured by the engineers that every
precaution has been taken, and that when
the dam is completed its capacity will be
42.000,000,000 gallons, whereas its present
capacity is 870,000,000 egallons. It is
estimated by the engineers that a safe
draw would be 21,500,000,000 gallons. This
allows for evaporation of approximately
3,000,000,000 gallons a year, and also for
the years when the dam does not fill. The
figures were calculated on the past 50
years of rainfall records available to the
officers.

The anticipated wheatbelt requirement
froom Wellington Dam is 1,500.000,000
gallons on the basis that the whole of
the original scheme is put into operation.
The present irrigation draw from Wel-
lington 1is 6,000,000,000 gallons, and
the additional Irrigation requirement is
12,000,000,000 gallons. The total predicted
requirement is 19,500,000,000 gallons,
leaving & margin of 2,000,000,000 gal-
lons for Wellington. Therefore, I say there
is little need to fear that adequate margins
have not been allowed at the Wellington
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Dam beyond the anticipated draw, even
taking into consideration the faet that
greater extensions will be made than have
80 far been approved. We have not been
unmindful of the fact that the whole of
Western Australia is not being catered
for by the comprehensive scheme., As the
Estimates of the Public Works Depart-
ment were not discussed last year, I would
be in order in peointing out that in areas
such as you, Mr. Chairman, represent—
Lake Grace and further east and south
—and in areas north-east of the boun-
daries of the approved comprehensive
scheme, the only way in which an attempt
can be made to provide adequate water
is to build reservoirs and water catch-
ments, ‘

As you, Sir, will know, pgreat progress
has been made in the provision of Kkey
dams and reservoirs in areas which, only
two or three years ago, were with-
out water for most of the year. Although
this system necessitates the carting of
water, which is very costly, it does give
security to the people who live in those
parts when faced with a long, dry sum-
mer. On completion of the construction
of key dams at Pingrup and Ongerup, the
Public Works organisation moved into the
area represented by you, Sir, and, in Sep-
tember, 1948, constructed several new
2,000,000 gallon key dams. In this con-
nection, the localities surrounding, Kuker-
in, Jane’s Tank, five miles north of Lake
Grace, Lake Biddy and Lake Newdegate
come fto mind,

The Public Works Depariment has re-
cently completed a 10,000,000-gallon reser-
voir at Dingo Rock, and the water is re-
ticulated to Beenong Siding, close to Lake
Grace. This is fo remain a reserve supply.
That area has been fairly well catered
for although at this juncture I am re-
minded that such towns as Dumbleyung
are not well provided with water and, per
medium of deputations who recently
waited on me, I realise that the districts
in and around that area are facing a
serious problem this year. I am of the
opinion that the Government should fol-
low whatever course is possible to take
advantage of good catchments so as to
provide reserves of water anywhere
throughout the State. It was pointed
out to me by this deputation from Dumble-
yung, that an excellent catchment area
was available but that the reservoir was
totally inadequate to take the water which
ran off. I have reguested the Govern-
ment immediately to call tenders for the
excavaiion of 2 dam at the lower point
of that catchment area, which I hope will
act as a reservoir and provide some margin
in the years to come.

Mr. Cornell: What about Mt. Barker?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mt.
Barker has had its share of publicity and
1 do not intend to give it an extra mention
this evening. An area which, in some
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way, has heen neglected—and I do not
want to be charged with being parochial
—is the Midlands. When I say “neglected”
I am not inferring that it has heen
overlooked by the previous Minister or
the previous Government, hut the fact
remains that areas situated between the
Midland and Wongan lines are without
secure water supplies. Those =areas lie
within the light rainfall districts. The
department therefore has asked that an
extensive survey be made to ascertain how
towns such as Dalwallinu, Carnamah,
Mullewa and so on can be provided with
an adequate wafer supply. We must pro-
vide these towns with water if we expect
the country people to remain in those
districts. If the farmers who now live
around those areas are to remain there
when they retire, I am afraid that we
must provide them with amenities; water
is one of the first essentials in that re-
gard. Farmers must have those amenities
if their conditions are to be comparable
with those of their city brothers.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: That is the deter-
mination of the population everywhere.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
as the Leader of the Opposition has point-
ed out, water determines the number of
people who can live in Western Australia,
and particularly in the drier rainfall
areas. Geraldton, which is one of our
larger towns going North, is one of the
most difficult centres to provide with an
adequate water supply. The present sys-
tem .is most inadequate and I have re-
quested that the officers of the depart-
ment make thorough investigations as to
how a greater quantity of water can
be made available and also water of
a bhetter quality. Any member who has
journeyed to Geraldton will appreciate that
the water there is not the best. At the
catchment area on the Wycherina reser-
volr, certain bores have been put down
and water is available although it is not
of high quality. Geraldton boasts of a
tomato-growing industry, and as this in-
dustry has expanded a great amount of
water has been drawn from the scheme
which was infended originally to supply
only the town.

The department has put down a 10in.
bore in the distriet and this is expected to
relieve the potable water position for the
town of Geraldton and the surrounding
towns, New pamona pumps have been
delivered to Wycherina and record pump-
ing has been carried out there. Surveys
and investigations to date reveal that we
might have to go as far south as Gingin
in order to get potable water of any quan-
tity to supply those areas which are situ-
ated even as far north as Geraldton.

There are some places in this State
where water carting has been going on
all the year. There is one place that I
know, Mullewa. That is a big railway
centre and water has been railed from
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Geraldton and other places for each of the
365 days. Water is now being railed to
Bruce Rock, Kondinin and Narrogin and
it is anticipated that water will be railed
t0 Katanning and perhaps Boyup Brook.
‘The railage of water constitutes a huge
outlay financially. I am of the opinion
therefore that in spite of the prohibitive
costs of steel and production, the Govern-
ment is justified in pushing ahead as fast
as physically possible with the provision
of water in every centre of the State.

Some attempt has been made to supply
water to towns in the North-West. The
provision of water to such towns repre-
sents a colossal cost to such a small popu-
Iation as we find in Western Ausfralia.
If adequate water supplies and finances
are to be made available to these towns
then I am afraid that the Commonwealth
Government must subsidise freely. A sum
of £33,000 has been made available for the
completion of the Port Hedland water
supply scheme. The rate of progress of
this work is entirely dependent on the
supply of pipes. I understand that two
or three miles of piping have been laid and
four or five miles are in sight. But I fear
that the progress of this scheme will be
delayed because the steel for the pipes
is not forthcoming.

Mr. Marshall: How are you going to get
on with the agreement to supply water
for Katanning?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We will
talk about that later. I know that the
member for Murchison has a fair know-
ledge of all the difficulties which face
any Government. At present the extension
to Mt, Barker will not worry the Govern-
ment, and I can assure the hon. member
that such undertakings as those to which
I now refer will be carried on in the priority
they were given originally.

Mr. W. Hegney: What is the priority
for Port Hedland?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To finish
the work as the steel becomes avalilable!
Some effort has been made by the Govern-
ment fo assist in the water supply scheme
at Wittengom Gorge. ‘The sum of £25,000
has been provided for this work, and I
understand that during this week the
4in. pipe-line that has heen provided by
the Government is being connected to the
2in. pipe-line provided by the company.
This will provide a supply to the town
which will only just meet its needs and
‘help it over this year. When steel is
available—it has been ordered, hy the way
—the 4in. line will be completed and their
water problem will be overcome.

In this department we are also dealing
with such works as the Fremanile Har-
bour. This has been the subject of much
controversy throughout the year, mainly
because of certain resumptions associated
with the proposed up-river development,
and with suggestions and inferences made
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by laymen that further pollution of the
river will take place as a result of this
up-river extension. The Government has
called in an engineer from South Australia
so that we might have another opinion
as to whether the harbour should be ex-
tended seawards or up-river to Point
Brown, as suggested in Col. Tydeman's
report.

For improvements at the Fremantle
Harbour approximately £400,000 have been
provided on the Estimates. Of this amount,
£70,000 has been allocated for works in
progress, including reconditioning of the
berths, £100,000 for the provision of sid-
ings and rail connections at Leighton
Beach and £176,000 for new work in the
first stage of the implementation of the
Tydeman scheme. Not until we receive
the report of Mr. Meyer—I understand the
report will be coming forward within the
next two weeks—can the Government make
any decision as to whether the develop-
meni will be up-stream or seaward.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Of course, none of
this expenditure will be from revenue in
any case.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. I
now come to the Bunbury Harbour. A
sum of £250,000 has been included in this
vear’s Loan Estimates for the Bunbury
development scheme. Satisfactory progress
is being made with this work. The dump-
ing of stone on the breakwater groyne is
proceeding and also on the sand groyne
extension on the east side of the bay.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Did you say Albany?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, I
said Bunbury, and I am sure the hon.
member heard me correctly. Work is also
proceeding on the new groyne being built
near Turkey Point.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The member for
Albany will feel that that is not justified.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Mr.
Chairman knows that we acted on the
advice of the same authority as suggested
the improvements at Albany Harbour. If
his opinion was considered suitable for
adoption in connection with the work at
Albany, I feel sure we are justified in
accepting his suggestion in connection with
the Bunbury project. Dealing next with
the Albany harbour, £250,000 has been pro-
vided for work there during the current
vear. The preliminary work is in progress
at that harbour in preparation for the
arrival of the dredge “Sir James Mitchell.”
The first stage of the development of the
Albany harbour project is the reclamation
of approximately 60 acres of land and the
grovlsion of two additional deep water

erths.

The dredee “Sir James Mitchell” arrived
from England some weeks ago and, after
being refitted in Fremantle, is now in
Albany prepared to go ahead with the
work. Some criticism was heard in re-
spect of the substantial alterations that
the department had to make to the dredge
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after it arrived from England. Upon in-
quiry I found that the work cost approxi-
mately £500 and that amount was exclu-
sive, of course, of the work that normally
had to be done after such a long voyage,
such as repainting and slipping for general
overhgul. The improvement generally of
the Swan River has not been proceeded
with because of activities having relation
to the substantial reclamation work that
has to be undertaken and work in other
directions as well, I refer particularly to
the construction of the Fremantle har-
bour and the Causeway, together with
other work associated with the latter un-
dertaking.

On the question of river pollution, as a
Bill dealing with that contentious subject
is to be placed hefore Parliament, I pro-
pose to say nothing more about that until
the legistation is before members. The
architectural branch of the department has
been particularly busy during the past four
years of which I have knowledge. It has
been called upon to provide plans {for
schools, hospitals, police stations and all
manner of work,

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It is pleasing to hear
the word “hospitals”,

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The architects
could not spend half a day on a hospital
for Fremantle,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Each
case is treated on its merits, and the Works
Department can act only on the recom-
mendations of the other departments con-
cerned, In those circumstances if there
is any criticism regarding the priorities
given to distriets, I trust members will be
fair enough to level it at the appropriate
Ministers and so allow them to share in
the comment. I noted the interjection by
the Leader of the Opposition in respect of
the hospital at Carnarvon. As regards
that work, the department has done every-
thing possible to expedite the carrying out
of the recommendations of the- Health
Department,

Hon. P. J. 5. Wise: I appreciate all you
have done, but I would be glad if speci-
fications could he drawn up to enable ten-
ders to be called.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shall
take a note of that, too. Some criticism
of the architectural branch has been on
account of delays in getting out plans and
specifications for works that have been
approved. I have made such investiga-
tions as are open to a layman, and I feel
sure that everything possible is being done
under the difficult conditions in which
these officers work. The drawing office
and the planhing room are both heavily
engaged. The member for Northam wilt
appreciate that ample space is necessary
if we are to have efficient and expeditious
drawing end planning. When the metmber
for Northam was Minfster for Works, he
made provision that was to be, and still
is, {emporary. On my part I issue a
warning that we may yet have to erect
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another temporary bullding similar to the
one that was put up behind the Barracks in
order to cope with the demand for plans
and specifications from other Govern-
menial departments,

Mr. Marshall: Some 25 years ago they
were going to remove all those butldings
and complete Parliament House. I sup-
pose you would say we are making good
progress in that direction.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I would
not suggest anything beyond what the hon.
member himself would suggest, and I trust
I am no more to blame for the position
than he is.

Mr, Bovell: He has heen here all that
time and yvou have not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I under-
stand he is the Father of the House.

Hon. F. J, 8. Wise: Is that the justi-
fication for the non-completion of Parlia-
ment House?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Possibly.
It will interest members to know that 50
per cent. of the work in the construction
of buildings and s0 on has been carried
out by contractors and 50 per cent. by the
Public Works Department itself.

Mr., W. Hegney: How do they compare?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
compare very favourably, Competition is
a good thing for everyone concerned and
for every organisation. Although there is
not so much competition among building
contractors, the fact that the Public Works
Department is carrying out day labour
schemes in competition, has a beneficial
effect and the system is working out well.
Over two months during which some £600
worth of work was approved, there was
from T to 8 per cent. difference between.
the estimated cost of the work carried out
by the department and the tenders re-
ceived from contractors. I am told by
my officers that that is just a little above
the margin anticipated even in pre-war
days. There are some places where con-
tractors are being paid big money for
constructing special buildings, such as.
schools and hospitals, Upon investigation
I find that the charges are largely justi-
fied because labour is not available and
must be drawn from the city.

It is most difficult to hold men in the
country districts except under the best of
living conditions, even to providing accom-
modation at hotels. In these times we
cannot blame tradesmen for asking for bieg
money because it is available to them in
the city. These are difficulties that face
the Government, and despite the fact that.
they involve increased costs, I feel that in
these times we should fake advantage of
the fact that money is available to pro-
vide such conveniences anhd services as the
State requires to meet its rapid develop-
ment. We come next to the problem of
metropolitan water supplies. There is an
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increased demand for water in that area
.and it is not anticipated that restrictions
other than on the use of mechanical
sprinklers and so on, will be imposed this
year. At the same time some steps must
be taken to cope with the increased gal-
lonage per head that is being used in the
metropolitan area.

Mr. Cornell: Why do you not start now?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As re-
gards that suggestion, great difficulty con-
fronts the department because it cannot
obtain sufficient meters to meter each
house. There is a rapid expansion in the
number of houses within the metropoli-
tan area, and the department has not been
able to get anything like the number re-
‘quired to meter them.

Mr. Cornell: Could not they be obtained
-elsewhere?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, We
found we could not obtain all the meters
required locally and a contract has been
‘let in England for 10,000.

Mr. Cornell: But you are 40,000 short.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can-
not say the exact number but I do not
“think it would be that many.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: There is one at my
place you can have.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In addi-
tion to the "contract for 10,000 that has
‘been let in England, another contract has
been let locally for another 10,000, making
20,000 that will be at the department’s dis-
‘posal, and I feel sure that will substantially
‘meet the leeway. It can be readily under-
stood that in the sandy soil here a great
amount of water is absorbed in comparison
with the experience in other cities. Never-
‘theless, a real effort must be made to
cope with the gradually increasing demand
per head because it is anticipated that the
limit is 110 gallons per head per year. At
present the consumption is about 97 gal-
lons per head per year as compared with
other cities where the average is 80 gallons.
“The department is making a survey of the
demand which is likely to be made upon
‘the water available to the city in the next
few years.

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: Did you say 100
gallons per year per head?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Most of us drink
that much.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: What is wrong with
you?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T meant
100 gallons per day. I thank the hon,
member for the correction. We realise
that the Canning Dam will not provide all
the water necessary in the coming years,
and the department is now making a sur-
vey of the Wongong and Serpentine Rivers
‘with a view to constructing reservoirs
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there. Action has been taken in connec-
tion with the construction of a reservoir
at Kangaroo Gully, Personally I do not
know where that is, but it is in close proxi.
mity to Canning Weir, and I understand
that 1.2 million gallons will be available
from that source. It is the intention of
the department to sink another bore with-
in the metropolitan area. It is thought
that the system would stand anothetr sub-
terranean bore and that would provide a
further 1,000,000 gallons. It can be seen
from what I have said that the department
is not unmindful of the fact that in the
immediate future years a great strain will
be placed on the supply of water for the
metropelitan area.

I am most anxious that a survey should
be made of all rivers close to the metropoli-
tan area with a view to ascertaining both
the quantity and quality of water avail-
able. I am also anxious that we should
proceed with the work as soon as possible,
because in these very difficult times we
cannot anticipate obfaining the necessary
technical labour and material to proceed
with such big undertakings. It is antici-
pated that next year the No, 1 Yokine
reservoir will be officially opened, and at
this time next year the No. 2 reservoir
will be filled. That will provide a great
margin of reserves here in the metropoli-
tan area and it is expected that two more
such reservoirs will be constructed within
the next three or four years.

In respect to drainage of the areas sur-
rounding the city, the department faces
8 very real problem. A colossal expenditure
is envisaged when the comprehensive
draingge of the areas from the foothills
towards the coast is carried out. As mem-
bers will know, we have been very fortu-
nate in the last two or three years inas-
much as the rainfall has been reasonably
light; but a repetition of what occurred
in 1946 wlill bring very real problems with
respect to drainage and the general rais-
ing of the water level in areas such as Bel-
mont, Bickley Valley and Riverton. The
department is busily engaged in making
surveys and getting out estimates. X think
that even when the member for Northam
was Minister for Works certain surveys
were undertaken, but it is only now that
we have been able fto anticipate receiving
reports thereon. T understand they will
be ready in from four to six months. It
is expected that reports of the surveys of
the areas in and around Belmont on the
edge of the Guildford aerodrome will be
available within two months and that
some effort to begin the work of dralning
that aresa will be made within three
months,

Mr, Griffith: From now?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Anocther real problem that faces the Min-
ister for Works is road construction. Al-
though money is available, the depart-
ment has not been able to take full ad-
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vantage of it simply because the technical
labour and the necessary machinery have
not been procurable. The norinal revenue
from petrol taxation under the Common-
wealth Aid Roads and Works Act during
the last two years was as followi:-—

1948-49 1,326,311
1948-50 1,699,667

At the Premiers’ Conference discussions
took place regarding future finance for
road works, as the Commonwealth Act
terminated at the 30th June, 1950. Legis-
lation has only just been introduced in the
Federal House which renews the Road
Agreements with the Staie and, I believe,
covers a period of flve years.

Mr. W. Hegney: Is that £1,700,000 from
petrol tax?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Pending the introduction of the Federal
legislation, the Main Roads Department's
programme has been based on funds pro-
vided under the terms of the old Act, the
amount covered by the programme being
£1,800,000. Funds estimated to be avall-
able under the new legislation amount to
£2,188,000, or approximately 211 per cent.
more than has been provided for in the
approved programme on the basis of the
old agreement. Approximately 35 per

cent. of the total funds will be made -

available for declared main roads and
traffic fee roads in the metropolitan area.
The remainder will be expended on deve-
lopmental roads which include any roads
that are not declared main roads, to-
gether with minor funds on ofther works
in connection with transport.

There has been a steady increase In
the annual expenditure since the war, as
shown by the following figures:—In 1945-
46 the expenditure was £383,508; and in
1949-50 it was £1,651,067. There are 3,154
miles of declared main roads in this State
and these are the permanent responsi-
bility of the Government; and there are
6,741 miles of important secondary roads
and 5,508 miles of school bus routes. For
all this mileage the Government has
made itself more or less responsible,
although in the case of school bus routes
and secondary roads there is no declared
responsibility.

Although there has been a substantial
increase of funds available to the depart-
ment in recent years, there have, on the
other hand, been increasing costs. For
instance, timber bridging cost 11s. per
square foot in 1938 and 30s. this year.
Comparable wages costs, including the
effect of reduced working hours, and
taking 100 as the base flgure, are as fol-
lows:—1937-38, 100; 1949-50, 217.

‘There has been a great demand for
surfacing of roads. I can appreciate,
with metropolitan and country people,
that we must have surfaced roads if we
are to cope with the demands that
m?gt;m trafic makes upon them. But
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the amount of work that can be done in
one year under existing conditions is
severely limited. With the heavy truck
traffic that operates on much of our road
system it is essential to ensure a suitable
gravel or macadam pavement before any
class of surfacing is attempted. During
1949-50 the following surface work was
carried out-—
Miles.

Retreatment of old surfaces 35
New bituminous surfacing 154
Tar priming gravel bhases

(to be surfaced during

the 1950-51 summer) — a5

There have been many requests from
local governing authorities for the distri-
bution of the plant pool fund which
originally amounted to £180,000. Of this,
some £132,000 remains and the Govern-
ment has decided that an allocation to
local authorities shall be made. I realise
that when the allocations are made public
there will be much dissatisfaction, but I
can assure members that a good deal of
work and investigation have been carried
out In respect to the basis on which the
funds should be allocated. I hope within
the near future to be able to advise local
authorities of the money that will bhe
avallable to them to assist them in the
purchase of plant.

HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Northam)
[9.53]: The Estimates before us cover the
activities of some of the State’s most im-
portant departments and I am sure mem-
bers generailly appreciate very much the
wide fleld covered by the Minister in plac-
ing those Estimates before us, In the first
place I would ask the Minister to have
action taken, if he is able to obtain Gov-
ernment approval, to have this Chamber
air-conditioned before the commencement
of next winter, so that in cold and hot
weather alike it will be possible to regu-
late the temperature in such a manner as
to make conditions tolerable for those who
have to work here.

The Minister for Works: I suppose I will
have to make arrangements for the hot
air from time to time!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I was going
to add that it would be a good idea if
the Minister were at the same time to
make arrangements for some sort of de-
vastating gas to be poured into another
Chamber which helps to make up this Par-
liament.

Mr. J. Hegney called atiention to the
state of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: There are many
phases of these Estimates that I would
like to discuss, but as the time available
to members in which to discuss-all the
Estimates during the remaining few days
of this session is so extremely short, I
will resist that temptation. Instead I will.
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touch upon only two aspects, both of which
are closely related. I will deal first with
what appears t0 me to be the increasing
difficulty of having public buildings erected
in country districts. Whenever a new
public building is to be constructed in the
country or additions are to be made to
an existing public building there s usually
considerable difficulty and delay experi-
enced in obtaining contractors who are
prepared to undertake the work.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The country is not
alone in that.

The Chief Secretary: The position is
n;,t?re acute in the country than in the
city.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I am sure that
the position in that regard is much more
acute in country districts than in the
metropolitan area. I find the problem very
difficult in my own electorate, the furthest
part of which from the metropelitan area
is only 96 miles from Perth. It is there-
fore easy to imagine how much more diffi-
cult the situation must be in districts far
removed from the city. The town of
Baker's Hill is only 40 miles from Perth
and the Minister for Education agreed,
well over & year ago, to have a new brick
school constructed at that centre. In due
course the plans were drawn and as soon
as possible thereafter tenders were pub-
licly called. When first they were called
there was no response. Public tenders
were again called after an interval of two
or three months, and again there was no
response. For a third time tenders were
called and not even one tender was sub-
mitted to the Public Works Department.
I can quite understand builders and con-
tractors, most of whom are located in the
metropolitan area, not being anxious to
go to the country to carry on their busi-
ness activities. They naturally prefer to
work close to their places of business and
as close as possible to the homes of the
men they employ.

The Chief Secretary: That is the point.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: While that
situation is understandable from the point
of view of the contractors and of the men
they employ it does, at the same time,
impose considerable penalties and disabili-
ties on people living In country districts.
It is not easy to make constructive and
helpful suggestions to the Government in
connection with this matter. The Minis-
ter said tonight that his department, in
giving consideration to tenders submit-
ted for work in the country, makes special
allowances for the additional costs that
are imposed upon contractors, especially
in respect of the labour they have to em-
ploy in the country. That special allow-
ance made to contractors might have
helped in some instances but 1 am sure
it has nhot helped at all in many others.
The Minister and his departmental officers
should give serious consideration to the
. question of trying to expand the Public
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Works Department day labour construc-
tion organisation.

. The Minister for Works: Would not we
be up against the same problem in regard
to holding men in the country?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The Minister
would be up against that problem, to some
extent, but I think it could he tackled on
the basis that I have suggested. If that
were done, the Minister might find it pos-
sible to recruit a number of men who
would be prepared to become part of a
permanent Public Works organisation,
once they knew that it would operate con-
tinually In country areas for the purpose
of building schools, hospitals and other
public buildings and for making additions
to buildings of those types in various
country centres.

I can understand workers in the metro-
politan ares not wishing to go to a coun-
try job for a period of perhaps six weeks
or even longer, but if the problem were
tackled more or less on the basis of per-
manency and s special organisation es-
tablished, on the lines that I have sug-
gested, it might easlly be found that
building tradesmen could be attracted to
the erganisation in the same way as many
other classes of workers, skilled, semi-
skilled and unskilled, have become part
of Government organisations that operate
continually in country districts. I have
in mind the Main Roads Department,
practically the whole of the activities of
which are centred in country areas. Some
members might think that almost all
the men employed by the Main Roads
Department are navvies or unskilled
workers, That was the case many years
ago, but is not so today under modern
methods of road construction and main-
tenance.

The Chief Secretary: They have con-
stderable difficulty in keeping their organ-
isation together in these days.

Hon, A. R. G. HAWEKE: The majority
of the men employed by the Main Roads
Department today are either skilled or
semi-skilled workers, and that department
has been able to maintain its organisa-
tion at reasonable strength throughout
the years. Even today, with the intense
competition for labour in all directions,
the department is able to maintain a fairly
substantial organisation throughout the
State. If it is possible for that depart-
ment to build up such an organisation
operating almost entirely in country areas,
it might be found practicable to develop
a Government building organisation to
operate exclusively in country districts to
erect or make additions to public build-
ings.

The Minister for Works: Because we
could not get tenders for the school at
Mullewa we utilised day labour there, but
it was painfully slow. It would take some
time to build up an organisation such as
the hon. member suggests.
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Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: 1 agree that
one could not throw a suitable organisa-
tion together in a month or even in three
months, but the present public works
building organisation has been in opera-
tion for at least five years, and its men
have had a great deal of experience.
Among them must be many who would
be capable not only of working within
the organisation sugzgested but also of de-
veloping it in order to tackle the acute
building problems in country centres. I
am not suggesting that the Minister could
suddenly wave a wand and put into opera-
tion an organisation of the type to which
I have referred. The matter would re-
quire a great deal of consideration and a
lot of careful organising.

QGreat care would have to he taken to
ensure that the right type of men were
required. One would have to try to secure
building tradesmen with a sense of re-
sponsibility towards the State as a whole.
Unfortunately, in later years all too many
people in this State have become city or
metropolitan minded. They prefer to live
and work in the metropolitan area. West-
ern Australia still depends very largely
on wealth producing activities in the coun-
try. People engaged in such pursuits are
to a great extent dissatisfled with the
conditions existing today in country dis-
tricts. They feel that the public services
available to them are not as adequate as
are similar services operating in, and
available to the people of, the metropolitan
area. To the extent that the metropolitan
area is further provided with those faeili-
tles and country districts provided with
less of them will the balance be weighted
in favour of further centralisation.

I know the Minister for Works is com-
pletely in favour of decentralisation and
would be prepared to take any practicable
action to ensure that every possible in-
centive should be established in country
distriets, not onily to keep existing country
populations reasonably satisfied, contented
and well served, but also for the more im-
portant purpose of attracting greater popu-
lation to those areas. I understand that
among the new Australians and British
migrants being brought to Australia at
present there is a fair percentage of build-
ing tradesmen. I should hope that amongst
them there is quite a percentage of single
men. If so, it might not only be possible
bhut also reasonably easy to recruit build-
ing tradesmen of that type into an organ-
isation of the kind I have suggested.

The Minister for Works: Up to the point
that Mr. Mather is assisting, we did not
make very much progress in obtaining the
technicians that have been arriving here.

Hon. A. k. G. HAWKE: I hope the Min-
ister will keep on trying. For instance,
new Australians who come here are under
contract to work wherever directed by the
Commonwealth authorities. It should be
possible for the Minister or the State Gov-
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ernment to prevail upon the Common-
wealth authorities to direct skilled building
tradesmen among the new Australians in
order that they might become part and
parcel of a Government organisation which
would carry out in country districts Gov-
ernment building operations. If some-
thing of this kind is not attempted and
achieved, as time goes on there will be
less and less private building contractors
available to undertake Government build-
ing operations in the country. If the posi-
tion becomes worse than it is today, then
the country people are going to be short
of hospital, school and other accommoda-
tion of a public character, and there is no
doubt about the detrimental effect that it
will have upon couniry pecple in the long
run.

As I said before, I am well aware of
the difficulties the Minister would be con-
fronted with if he decided to act upon
my suggestion, and if he should do so, I
hope that out of his endeavours will come
some measure of success. I know that in
his anxiety to achieve s measure of suc-
cess he will leave no stone unturned in
trying to develop some method of im-
proving the present unsatisfactory situa-
tion. For instance, the Minister can wel
realise the state of mind of parents o
children at Baker's Hill. They have had
& hew brick school approved now for the
best part of two years, plans have been
prepared and public tenders called for on
two or three occasions. However, no
tenders have been received, and of course
no start has been made on the much-
required mew school. The example of
Baker’'s Hill school could he maultiplied
by several members of the Committee many
times. I was interested to hear the Min-
ister refer to the great pressure which is
upon the officers of the architectural divi-
sion of the Public Works Department. I
know from correspondence I received from
various Ministers and departmental heads
just how acute that pressure is. The pres-
sure upoh the Principal Architect, Mr.
Clare, and his officers has been so great
that it has not been found possible to
date to have any plans and designs drawn
up for proposals which have been approved
by some Minister or other.

The Minister for Works: I have re-
quested the Principal Architect to take a
personal interest in obtaining such techni-
cians from immigrants as are available
in order that their services might be taken
advantage of.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: However, the
Minister tonight referred not only to the
shortage of officers in the architectural
division, but also to the extreme shortage
of suitable office accommodation. If there
is necessity for the Government to pro-
vide additional accommodation for these
important sub-departments, then I think
it should be provided as early as possible.
If it is to be provided in the form of tem-
porary accommeodation, that will be un-
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fortunate but, under existing conditions,
cannot be avoided. Even though the mem-
ber for West Perth, who happens to be
Lord Mayor of the City of Perth, might
become very wrathful at any proposal to
erect any further temporary accommoda-
tion for Government officers—

The Minister for Works: In this case
I understand he is quite prepared to agree.

Hon. A. R, G. HAWKE: —I think the
existing situation is so difficult and urgent
as to justify the Government in taking
any steps it considers necessary in that
direction. Until such time as the archi-
tectural division is enlarged, both in re-
gard to personnel and accommodation, it
will not be possible for proposals even to
be developed to the planning stage to pro-
vide the many additional public buildings
which are required and the many addi-
tions to existing public buildings which are
also required. Until the Government can
develop either a complete organisation of
its own to operate in country districts or
can increase the number of private build-
ings contractors prepared to go into the
country to do such work, then beyond any
shadow of doubt, people in country dis-
tricts will not only continue to suffer ex-
tremely grave deficiencies in hospital and
educational faeilities, but also those de-
ficiencies will become more acute as each
month and year passes. Those were the
two particular phases of this section of
the Estimates which I considered would
be most advisable for me to discuss, and
I am sure the Minister will make every
effort to do the best thing possible to im-

prove matters relating to those two
questions.
MR. GRIFFITH (Canning) [(10.28]1:

When speaking to the Address-in-reply de-
bate in the early part of the session, the
Press reported me as wanting water in and
water out. I still want water in and water
out in the Canning electorate. I was most
interested in the Minister's remarks. I
know the Government is having a great
deal of trouble in securing the necessary
piping for the water reticulation schemes
but, at the same time, I want to draw
atiention to one or two problems which
exist in my electorate. The Government
has agreed to provide a water reticulation
scheme at Riverton on the basis of a
guarantee by the residents of the district,
which guarantee has already been signed
by them. The amount of piping which Is
to be used for this undertaking has been
ordered and is, I believe, now on its way
from England. The only thing holding
up the Public Works Department from
going ahead with the Riverton scheme is
the shortage of piping. Some hundreds
of people reside in that area and already,
on the 30th November, they have started
to cart water from Cannington. I would
also like to point out that the Riverton
area is only a few miles from the heart
of the city.
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Mr. J. Hegney: That scheme has al-
ready been approved, has it not?

Mr. GRIFFITH: 1 have already said
that it has been approved. I have dis-
cussed this question with the Minister and
feel sure he will endeavour to do some-
thing to alleviate the hardships they are
suffering. When replying, I would be grate-
ful if he would indicate to me that he
has investigated the matter with a view to
providing temporary relief by securing
some piping to take the water only a short
distance over the Canning River and con-
nect it to a stand-pipe, which will avoid
the necessity for residents of Riverton
carting their water several miles at a great
deal of expense. For the Minister's bene-
fit, I am obliged to read to the Committee
a letter I received from the Under Secre-
tary for Public Works, dated 29th Novem-
ber, 1950, in reply to 2 complaint I made
to him about the water pipes in Orrong-
road, South Belmont.

Last week we had one or two extremely
hot days and the water main in Orrong-
road burst. That was not the first time
this has happened, but during the last 12
months it has burst on several occasions.
I am told that the headmaster at the Bel-
mont school, by reason of the fact that
there was no water to operate the cisterns
in the lavatories, was obliged to close the
school and send the children home. Quite
apart from that fact residents right along
the whole of the pine-line were without
water for a considerable time during the
day. I have a letter here which I received
from a resident of the district indicating
that during the past 12 months the people
on that road have been without water on
a number of occasions. The letter is writ-
ten by Mr. R. F. Samuell under date the
2nd November and it says inter alin—

Last night, for instance, between 8
and 9 p.m, we were unable to have the
cup of coffee we normally have after
our meals, and this morning without
warning, when I went to get my boy's
breakfast just after seven, again no
water, and it is 8.30 now and the
water is still off.

I appreciate the difficulty of the Public
Works Department in providing these
facilities, but when I read the letter from
the Under Secretary for Works which I
have here I feel sure the Minister will
agree that the contents of it are not what
we desire. The letter is addressed to me
and reads as follows:—

In reply to your letter of the 8th
inst. regarding the atftached com-
munication signed by R. F. Samuell,
I beg to inform you that Orrong-road
is served by 4in. asbestos water mains
and bursts in this road and others
in the same area are fairly regular,
The department has not the new pipes
available to replace these mains, but
the asbestos meains in this area will
be included in the next contract for
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lining pipes in situ, which will com-
mence sbout March, 1951. 1In the
meantime I am afraid nothinhg can
be done to relieve the position. Con-
sumers would be well advised always
to have a small quantity of water on
hand for domestic use, because there
is no controlling the time at which
the bursts occur.

I am deeply in sympathy with the Under
Secretary for not being able to indicate
to me when the pipe-line is going to burst,
but at the same time I am sure the Min-
ister will agree that this is a matter of the
utmost urgency. The Under Secretary says
he can promise no relief until March, 1951.
What does he expect the people in this
area to do during the months from Decem-
ber to March of next year? It is likely
that this pipe-line will continue to burst
and the people in that district will be with-
out water,

Mr. J. Hegney: It is not the only place
where pipes burst.

Mr. GRIPFITH: 1 am sure the member
for Middle Swan ecannot conclude from
what I said that I impljed that this was
the only place where pipes burst. Nev-
ertheless I am sure the hon. member will
agree that this is a matier of the greatest
urgeney. I hope the Minister will have his
department look into this matter so that
some quick relief may be given to the
people in that area.

I would like to turn now to the matter
of drainage which the Minister mentioned.
When I made my first speech in this House
I spent a’ little time on drainage in the
Canning area. The matier is probably more
important now than it was then. I propose
to peg away at this matter of a compre-
hensilve drainage scheme in the Canning
area until some gaction is taken. I said
at the time that a contour survey was
being made of the area. I am pleased to
hear from the Minister that it is now al-
most completed, and that we can expect
some action in the near future. I was de-
lichted, and I am sure the residents in the
East Belmont area will be equally delight-
ed, to hear what the Minister had to say,
in regard to the commencement of the
drainage of that land situated near the
Guildford aerodrome. He indicated that
the matter of drainage from the foothills
to the river would present to the Govern-
ment a very serious problem.

To the best of my knowledge there is
no provision in the Metropolitan Water
Supply Act to deal with land drainage. I
believe that special legislation will have
to be brought down to deal with this mat-
ter, and that the Treasury will have to
provide a special grant of money which 1
understan@ will run into many hundreds
of thousands of pounds. I am unable
even to hazard a guess as to how much it
will cost. I am confident, however, that
this matter is of the greatest importance
and I am pleased also that the Minister
realises that. He mentioned that in 1946
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the water levels of the State reached a
record high. I can very vividly remember
that in that year the areas of Welshpool,
Cannington, Queens Park, Belmont and
the surrounding districts were entirely
flooded out.

Mr. J. Hegney: In 1945 and 1946,

Mr. GRIFFITH: 1 thank the hon. mem-
ber. I also helieve, from the information
I have been given, that it is revealed that
the water levels are now on the point of
reaching a further all time high, and that
in the next couple of years it is anticipated
that further trouble will be experienced.
The building programme in the Canning
area—and when I use the expression
“Canning area” it is by no means limited
to the Canning electorate, as the member
for Middle Swan Kknows, but it is that
territory which runs from the foothills
right down to the coast—is accentuating
the drainage problems. As the Housing
Commission and private builders continue
to add further buildings to the area, so
does the problem of drainage become more
complicated.

It is unfortunate that that particular
section of my electorate seems to collect
all the water, or the majority of the water
which comes from the foothills, and it is
with that in mind that I again stress to
the Minister, and to the Government, the
utmeost urgency in carrying on as speedily
as possible with the comprehensive drain-
age scheme in the Canning area. I would
like once again to express my thanks to
the Minister for telling the House that the
Government is eonscious of the responsi-
bilities it has in connection with the Can-
ning drainage scheme, and I hope it will
not be long bhefore the work is actually
commenced.

MR. GUTHRIE (Bunbury) [10.38): I
welcomed the reference to Bunbury har-
bour which was contained in the Minis-
ter's speech and the indication that
£250,000 is to be spent this year on the
scheme. Satisfactory as this may be, I
am forced to gquestion the absence of any
reference to immediate steps to use the
outports of this State to capacity. We
have heard much—too much, I suggest—
of what is going to be done at Fremantle.
No one will deny that the arrangements
at Premantle need a very great deal of
overhauling. Bui the outporis, and Bun-
bury in particular, could serve to relieve
the congestion at Gage Roads if deter-
mined steps were taken now to provide
the requisite facilities. No steps are
taken, however, and the only explanation
voiced whenever the subject is discussed
is the suggestion that Fremantle interests
are able to pull strings so strongly that
the Government’s actions take on the ap-
peargnce of a preferential treatment.

MR. HILL {(Albany) [(10.401: In his
remarks the Minister referred to the fact
that the Government was carrying out a
scheme suggested by Colonel Tydeman
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both in Albany and Bunbury. I think it
15 fair to point out that I can safely claim
to be responsible for both those reports.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr., HILL: When four years ago the
then Minister for Works visited Albany
he did not speak for two minutes and I
realised then that his harbour scheme
was useless. Two or three days later 1
came to Perth and went to the Public
Works office and asked if I could look at
the plan for Albany. I was told that, he-
ing a member of Parliament, there could
be no objection. I looked at it and said
to the officer of the department, “Do you
know what you ought to do with this?”
He said, “What?” I said, “Wrap it up
very carefully and put it in the fire, as it
is a scheme which is no good at all.” He
wanted to know what was wrong with it
and I said to him, “You know how
important the matter of transport is to-
day,” and I suggesied he have a look at
the motor road. He looked at it. If was
a motor road to a port half the size of
Fremantle along Stirling-terrace and
Brunswick-road, 30ft. wide, over the hill
140ft. high and down to the port.

1 assure the Committee there was a tre-
mendous outcry when I told the people of
Albany about that. A day or two later I
met a civil engineer of the Railway
Department and asked what he thought
of Mr. Hawke’s scheme for Albany., He
said he had not seen it and I told him it
provided for eleven berths and no extra
rail accommodation. He replied that it
was ridiculous. I was not present when
the member for Northam referred to me
as a delightful fellow. I am afraid he is
more polite than is the member for Nar-
rogin. I would not agree to the scheme
as prepared under the direction of Mr.
Hawke. Fortunately we have Colone] Tyde-
man in the State. That genfleman was
given a freehand to report on Albany. The
report was laid on the Table of the House
and in it he tells us that Albany has a
natural! harbour, with unlimited room for
expansion. I am sure the Colonel would
not mind my mentioning what took place
in a private conversation. He said, “You
could not provide what nature has given
you at Albany for £500,000,000.” Here is
a report of the Outports Royal Commis-
sion, on which there were three Labour
members, with the member for Kalgoorlie
as chairman. Part of the report on Bun-
bury reads—

To get an expert opinion as to
whether the silting can be controlled
and at what cost, Mr. R. J. Dumas,
Director of Public Works, was fur-
nished with a number of questions
and called by the Commissicn as a
witness. His answers to these and
other queries are set out on pages
712-717 of the typewritten evidence.

Mr. Dumas considers that the silt-
ing can be controlled at a cost of ap-
proximately £500,000, and if this is
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done, the cost of maintenance should
be very lieht. In view of the large
sum involved, and as we now have an
engineering expert here, in the per-
son of Colonel Tydeman we suggest
that he and Mr. Dumas confer as to
the best method of controlling the
siit.

A couple of years ago I urged the then
Minister for Works to get Colonel Tyde-
man to report on that harbour. The re-
port of the Outports Royal Commission
goes on—

The estimated cost of providing two
berths of 32ft. with a passageway to
the ocean and sufficient manoeuvreing
room is £500,000. As already over
three-quarters of a million pounds has
been spent there and the estimated-
cost of preventing constant silting and
providing two berths with 32ft. of
water is £1,000,000, it will require a
great tonnage of cargoes to warrant
this expenditure.

It is recommended that the first re-
quirement is to put in hand the works
to prevent silting. When it is estab-
lished that silting is no longer tak-
ing place, nho dredging will be needed
to maintain a 27ft. 6in. depth of water.
This depth should be generally suffi-
cient for present needs and the fur-
ther question of providing two berths
of deeper water can be held in abey-
ance for further consideration as the
development of the district warrants.

That was our recommendation. Here is
Col. Tydeman's report on the Bunbury
Harbour issued last year. It has never
been laid on the Table of the House.

Mr. J. Hegney: Why not?

Mr. HILL: I cannot answer that ques-
tion. Col. Tydeman’s terms of reference
were—

(a) To report on the development of
Bunbury port.

{b) To examine the Stevenson Young
proposals for the development of
Bunbury.

{c) To report on alleviation of port
and estuarial siltage.

The financial aspects of the port were out-
side his terms of reference. Now let me
read what the Commonwealth Grants Com-
mission in its eighth report had to say—

The expenditure out of loan funds
on outer harbours in Western Aus-
tralia is large and it does not appear
to us that a sufficient attempt is made
to get an adequate return from the
users in the districts served. If the
traffic will not stand the cost, there
is no reason for expenditure on har-
bours unless it is essential for the in-
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dustry of the district, in which case
the industry should be charged
through a special rate. This policy
has been tried in other parts of Aus-
tralia, and insistence upon it has on
occasions led the people of a district
to decide that the expenditure on a
harbour was not really necessary for
their interests. A multiplication of
harbours is uneconomic. It is true
that in Western Australia the port of
Premantle returns a large profit, but
this does not make up for the losses
on the other ports. In any case the
profit of FPremantle is no excuse for
an unscientific and unco-ordinated
policy of harbour development. A large
expenditure has been made on the
Bunbury Harbour, which is only ahout
100 miles from Perth, and it is doubt-
ful whether it has succeeded in over-
coming the disadvantages of the port.

I suggest that members read the speech
made by the late Hon. P. Collier when
speaking on that problem in 1933. In that
year a sum of £161,000 was voted—

Mr. Guthrie: Why not deal with your
own port and leave others alone?

Mr. HILL: We have to face facts and
I want to speak about this criminal waste
of public money. Let us go back 25 years
when the Bunbury Harbour Board showed
a profit of £796. Now here is the report
of the Auditor General just supplied to
the House—

Bunbury Harbour Board, yeasr ending
30/6/49—Loss £38,383. For year end-
ing 30/6/50—Loss £46,580. Accumu-
lated loss 30/6/50, £636,796.

The loss in the shape of working expenses
without allowing for interest for the whole
year 1949-50 was £18,024. The surplus
over working costs at the Albany Harbour
from the 17th April to the 30th June, 1950,
was £254 6s. 11d. Now let us turn to page
20 of Col. Tydeman’s report on Bunbury—

FULL FUTURE ANNUAL MAINTENANCE DREDGING
COST3 (EXCLUDING RIVER SILTING).

Quantity (in Annual
situ) Cuble } 40I¢ | Maintenance
Yards. Cost.
Northward Land Drift 70,000 | 5/- 17,500
Sonthward Land Drirt 85000 | &6/- 16,250

Bunbary Port must ultimately equip itself for Annanual
dredging maintenance quunutgieu and costs of these
amounts.

Now we come to a week ago. Here is a
Press statement by the Minister for Trans-
port—

Improvements at Albany and Bun-
bury, to cost about £1,000,000 at each
port, had been put in hand by the
present Government., While it was
confidently expected that much
greater use would be made of these
ports when the facilities were pro-
vided, it must -be remembered that
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the Government had no power to com-
pel shipowners to use any particular
port.

The Government cannot control shipping.
It is failing inasmuch as it is not adopt-
ing a port policy to suit modern ships
and conditions. For the million pounds
expenditure at Albany we would have
one of the finest harbours in the world
with two modern berths. Half of that
expenditure on Bunbury is to be devoted
to another round in the fAght against
nature; the other hall will give only two
berths that would be inferior to what we
are practically scrapping at Albany.
Albany is a natural harbour; Bunbury is
a silted-up port. Some time age I made
a frip to Queensland. Before leaving for
the East a prominent resident of Bunbury
said to me, “Before they put that groyne
in at Bunbury, the silt used to go out to
sea. Now it goes straight towards the
What will happen when we get
the old-time wet winters I do not know.”

A few weeks later I was in the office
of the Harbour Master at Newcastle. He
said, "These dry years are favouring us,
but when we get our old wet winters. I
do not know what will happen’” A very
wet season has been experienced in New-
castle this year, and last week the wireless
stated that seven dredges were working
11 hours per day on five days a week {0
deal with the silting. I went on to Queens-
land and on the way hack travelled with
Mr. Corser, M. H.R. He said, “Our trouble
in Queensland is that we have too many
ports. It would be better if the Govern-
ment realised that and concentrated the
trade on fewer ports and closed down Rock-
hampton in favour of Gladstone.” Later
on we had a visit to this house from the
Commonwealth Director of Rail Trans-
port and I asked him how the Gladstone
and Rockhampton controversy was getting
on. He said, “The trouble is that Glad-
stone is only 300 miles away from Bris-
bane."”

What will be the position here when
a million pounds has been spent at Bun-
bury and a million pounds at Albany? We
shall have a third-rate port between twa
first-class ports only 300 miles apart. I
venture to say that in 10 years' time the
Treasurer will not be a happy man when
he finds the Bunbury returns showing a
loss of £80,000 a year. We shall have the
member for Blackwood saying, 'They
spent a million on Bunbury and now the
harbour is of no use to us.” The late
John- Curtin tried to bulld a naval base
at Cockburn Sound at a cost of three mil-
lion pounds.

Mr, J. Hegney: When?
Mr, HILL: Between 1942 and 1945,
Mr, Fox: Was it three million pounds?

Mr. HILL: Thenh Admiral Fraser came
out and after inspecting Cockburn Sound
he sald he would not use the base. There
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were five dredges working on' the base
for two years and over half a million was

spent on fortifications at Garden Island
alone.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That was not done
by the Commonwealth Government for
the purpose you suggest.

Mr. HILL; When Singapore fell, Com-
mander Collins wanted to cut out Fre-
mantle and use Albany. It was intended
that Albany should be the main naval base
in Western Australia, Then Lord Mount.
batten, after Admiral Fraser, came out,
said, “You have a place named Albany.
I want to see it,” He was flown there
and when he saw the harbour he said
“There is your naval base already made
for you.”

Mr. Guthrie: He should have known
that without needing to be told.

Mr. HILL: On three occasions the Im-
perial Government has wanted Albany de-
veloped as & naval base, but on each oc-
casion poiitical pressure by Labour poli-
ticians has resulted In favour of Fre-
mantle. If members want to study a bit
of rotten work, let them consider the ex-
penditure on Fremantle to make it a naval
port.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: What progress are
you making with Mr. Menzies in power?

Mr. HILL: I wish the hon. member could
have been with me this morning when I
was speaking with a senior military officer.
Let me mention another matter. Mr.
Lemmon and the Chifley Government
were going to do wonders about decentrali-
sation. They set out and spent £75,000 on
building a wool shed at Albany and a simi-
lar amount was to be spent at Geraldton.
We have the shed at Albany, but the
buyers cannot be compelled or persuaded
to go there. Our duty is to adopt a port
policy that will suit modern shipping, but
the trouble is that the three political par-
ties are more concerned with Bunbury
than with establishing an economic port
system for Western Australia, and I chal-
lengnta anybody to contradict that state-
ment.

MR. ACKLAND (Moore) [10.591: In
April of this year I approached the Works
Department with the idea of getting some
information that might enable me to put
up a propoesition to the Government for a
flat rate on water throughout the State.
I am soxry to say that the information 1
sought reached me only today, and 1 do
not think it would be guite fair to read
it to the Committee because I have nof
had sufficient time to study it carefully.
However, I hope to have an opportunity to
make a suggestion for the Government to
consider some time during the next session.
I have been able to look at it casually, and
I believe it would be possible to increase
the city water rates by a few pence and
reduce those in the Goldfleds area by
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shillings, and by lesser amounts in the in-
tervening districts. It is a matter which
needs careful study and it must be left
to some future time. The Minister re-
ferred to the Architectural Branch of the
Public Works Department. That branch is
the bottleneck for all the work undertaken
by the Government. I am of the opinion
that a lot of the work it does is unneces-
sary. We Kknow that in many instances
the same style school building is required
for different centres, except for the found-
ations, so that the top structure could be
blue printed rather than separate specifi-
cations being made out in each case.

Two years ago the Public Works Depart-
ment prepared plans and called tenders
for a school at Bolgart. The people there
were not satisfied with the site, and I think
their decision was quite right, and so did
the department later. It was decided that
the school should be built in a different
spot. Instead of using the same plans and
specifications with a possible alteration in
respect of foundations, the Architectural
Branch prepared an entirely new set. I
know that in other parts of my electorate,
because of delay in the preparation of plans
and speciflcations, approved works have
been held up for many months. I am not
a builder, and know little about building,
but it seems to me that where we have
standard buildings, standard blueprints
could be prepared rather than have sep-
arate plans drawn for each building, apart
from any necessary variations in the found-
ations.

Some time ago the Minister was good
enough to intimate to me that if the people
in the northern section of my electorate
wished to have a comprehensive wafer
scheme, an application by them would be
favourably considered by the Government,
and an approach would be made to the
Federal authorities for financial assistance.
I have already been able to tell the Minister
that the people, by unanimous vote at
meetings, have requested that be done, -
and by today's mail I recelved the
first petition, on which there were 190 sig-
natures of ratepayers from the northern
section of the Wongan-Ballidu Road
Board, asking to be included in the
proposed scheme. No doubt in the near
future one will come to hand from the
Dalwallinu Road Board. The Minister
made reference to a proposal for a com-
prehensive water scheme to be based on
Gingin Brook. It is gratifying to know
that that suggestion is proving to be
reasonably practicable, and there is a
possibility of its becoming an established
fact at a later date.

One other matter to which I would like
the Minijster to give consideration is the
expenditure of a portion of the loan funds
by letting some of the big loan works by
contract. I realise that I cannot discuss
the expenditure of loan funds tonight, but
we could spend some of our Main Roads
Department money in that way. That
department has such an accumuiation of
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funds that we might be able to interest
contractors, even outside of Western Aus-
tralia, if the contracts were big enough.
Transport 1s a matter of extreme urgency.
The Main Roads Department does not
seem to be able to handle the funds it
is accumulating, and I am of the opinion
that if we could let sufficiently large con-
tracts to enable contractors to provide
the necessary plant we might very quickly
increase our communications.

Progress reported.

BILL—-BUSH FIRES ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
conference mansgers’ report.

BILL—NOXIOUS WEEDS.
Council’s Further Maessage.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying thet it had agreed to the
Assembly’s request for a conference on the
amendments insisted on by the Council,
and had appointed Hon. J. M. A. Cun-
ningham, Hon. L. A. Logan and the Min-
ister for Agriculture as managers for the
Council, the President’s room as the place
of meeting and the time 10.30 am. on
Friday, the 1st December.

BILL—FAUNA PROTECTION,
Council’'s Furither Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly’'s request for a conference on
the amendments insisted on by the Coun-
¢il, and had appointed Hon. N. E. Baxter,
Hon. H. Tuckey and the Minister for Ag-
riculture as managers for the Council, the
President’s room as the place of meeting
and the time 6.45 p.m. on Tuesday, the
5th December.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.

Welshpool-Bassendean Railwey Bill, and
Bassendean Marshalling Yards Bill.

The PREMIER: I ask leave to make a
statement in connection with the Welsh-
pool-Bassendean Railway Bill and the
Bassendean Marshalling Yards Bill.

Leave granted.

The PREMIER: I have tried to tell as
many members as possible, and I have
sent a note around to others, notifying
them that tomorrow morning at 11 o'clock
the Chief Commissioner of Railways, As-
sistant Commissioner, Mr. Rayner, and
the Chief Civil Engineer, Mr. MeCulloch,
will come to Parliament House where they
will be glad to meet members who are
interested in these {wo Bills. It is sug-
gested that the meeting could take place
in the Ministerial room, but if it is not
large enough other accommodation will be
found. I hope thaf those members who
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are interested will make every effort to
attend, because the Government regards
these Bills as urgent. If we cannot get
on with them the railway rehabilitation
scheme will be postponed for, probahbly,
12 months.

ADJOURNMENT—SFECIAL,

THE PREMIER (Hon. D, R. McLarty—
Murrey): I move—

_That the House at its rising adjourn
til 2.15 p.m. tomorrow.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 11.13 p.m,

|
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